NATIONAL COUNCIL OF PROVINCES
QUESTION FOR WRITTEN REPLY

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION NO: 8
DATE OF QUESTION: 16 FEBRUARY 2018
DATE OF SUBMISSION IN PARLIAMENT: 2 MARCH 2018
Mr G Michalakis (Free State: DA) to ask the Minister of Justice and Correctional Services:

(1) (a) What were the original charges against a certain MEC in the Free State and (b) what were the reasons for the charges to be dropped after many court appearances;

(2) (a) what are the specific criminal charges against a certain MEC in the Free State (b) what were the reasons for the postponement of each court appearance and (c) when is the said MEC scheduled to appear in court again?
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REPLY:
(1) (a) The National Prosecuting Authority has informed me that the original charge against MEC for Sports, Arts and Culture in the Free State was corruption in contravention of section 7(1) of the Prevention of Corrupt Activities Act, Act No. 12 of 2004 and the alternative count thereof was contravention of section 3(a) of the same Act.
(b) The charges against MEC for Sports, Arts and Culture in the Free State were withdrawn after she made representations to the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP): Free State, who, after evaluation of the reasons advanced in support of the representations vis-a-vis the evidence in the case docket, decided to withdraw the charge.
She now faces two (2) counts of corruption, three (3) counts of fraud and five (5) counts of money laundering. The charges were reinstated against MEC for Sports, Arts and Culture in the Free State after further investigations were conducted and the police secured additional evidence which they were previously unable to secure when charges were initially preferred against her. 
  

(2)
(a) The charges against MEC for the Free State Department of Environmental Affairs, Tourism, Economic Affairs and Small Business Development are as follows: 

(i) Two (2) counts of corruption; 
(ii) Four (4) counts of fraud; 
(iii) Four (4) counts of money laundering; and
(iv) Three (3) counts of contravention of the Municipal Finance Management Act.
(b)  The delay was caused by the fact that during 2016, when the trial was scheduled to commence, one of the accused underwent a serious medical procedure. Further delays were also occasioned by an application for the State to furnish the accused with further particulars and belated representations submitted by the accused.

(c)  The matter against MEC for the Free State Department of Environmental Affairs, Tourism, Economic Affairs and Small Business Development and 6 Others has been set down for trial from 13 – 27 March 2018. 
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