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ARRANGEMENTS DURING THE SCHOOL BREAK FROM 27 JULY TO 24 
AUGUST 2020 

1. On the 23rd of July, the President, Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, announced that 
all public schools will close for a four-week period commencing on 27 July 
2020 and will re-open on 24 August 2020. 

2. This memorandum seeks to provide guidance and clarity on matters that 
need to be addressed following the announcement by the President. 

3. The break in schooling over the next four weeks, however, does not apply 
to all grades, nor for all staff. The announcements have implied that 
teachers and non-teaching staff are on duty during this time. 

All learners, teachers and non-teaching staff in Gauteng will have a one- 
week break from 27 to 31 July 2020. Staff are not required to be at school 
during this week. This includes all teaching and non-teaching public 
service staff. 

4. 

However, principals and/or SMTs or relevant delegated persons must 
continue to oversee relevant functions at the school such as the NSNP. 

5. 

Teaching and Learning of Grade 12 Learners 

The Grade 12 learners, their teachers and non-teaching staff, aas 
determined by the Principal for the purposes of ensuring the clean and 
safe running of the school, will return on 3 August. This might include 
teachers that the principal and SMTs require as needed to ensure 

6. 

teaching for ALL Grade 12 learners. 

7. Principals are to please ensure that all Grade 12 learners and their 
parents are informed that ALL grade 12 learners must be at school every 
school day from the 3rd August. 

This suggests that all Grade 12 learners and teachers are required to be 
physically at school every day from 3 August 2020 onwards, attend school 
every day thereafter as well (except for formal school holidays), until they 

8 

start their final National Senior Certificate examinations. 
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BREAK OF SCHOOLS FROM 27 JULY 2020 AND ARRANGEMENTS 

DURING THIS PERIOD 

Teaching and Learning of Grade 7 Learners 

The Grade 7 learners and their teachers will have a two-week break 

starting on 27 July 2020 and will return to school on 11 August 2020. This 
date of return is in view of the amended school calendar for 2020 which 
was issued on 11 June, which indicates that 10 August 2020 is a Public 
School Holiday. Therefore, unless the Directions are amended to the 

contrary, this holiday will remain. 

9. 

10. The teaching and non-teaching staf required at school when Grade 12 
and Grade 7 learners are at school, must be at school. Other teachers and 

non-teaching staff are required to ensure support for ongoing learning 
during the break (other than in the week of 27 to 31 July, when we suggest 

they take a total break). This could happen from home or from school, as 

local requirements indicate. 

11. The Table below summarises a breakdown of the four (4) week break in 

the school calendar: 

Staff Secondary 
Grade 

WEEK DATE Primary 
Grade 
All GDE schools closed for teaching and 

learning
Schools will remain open for feeding Week 1 27-31 July 

Limited staff are required to oversee school 

feeding in line with health and safetyprotocols 
Grade 12 teachers (and 
teacher support) 

Principal/SMT (as 
required) 
Non-teaching staff to 
ensure the school meets 
health and safety 
measures and school 

feeding. 

3-7 
August 
2020 

Week 2 Grade 12 

10 August 2020 is a public holiday 
Week 3 10 August 

Grade 7 teachers (and 
teacher support) 
Grade 12 teachers (and 
teacher support) 
Principal/SMT (as 
required) 
Non-teaching staff to 
ensure the school meets 
health and safety 
measures and school 

feeding. 

11 14 
August 

Grade 7 Grade 12 



BREAK OF SCHOOLS FROM 27 JULY 2020 AND ARRANGEMENTS 
DURING THIS PERIOD 

All teaching and non- 
teaching public service 
staff must return to 

school to prepare for 
additional grades the 
following week. 

17-21 

August 
Week 4 Grade 7 Grade 12 

12. The staggered return of other grades from 24 August 2020 will be 
communicated in due course when decisions have been made by the 
MEC for Education. However, the possible return dates of other grades in 

Gauteng to be confirmed is as follows: 

Secondary Possible 
Dates 

Primary 

24 August 
24 August (new 
grades) 
31 August 2020 

Grade 

3, 6 

4, 5 

1,2 

Grade 

10, 11 

9 

8 

Teachers not teaching Grades 7 or 12 

13. Teachers that are not teaching Grade 12 learners or Grade 7 learners, will 
remain on duty even if at home during weeks 2 and 3. They could be 
required by the principal, SMT or the Head of Department to perform 
functions as required. For example, they could be asked to support 
teaching of Grade 12s or Grade 7s, preparation of work for learners at 
home and oversight of feeding scheme, etc. 

Schools that had applied and received approval for deviations 

14. The President's announcement indicated that only Grades 7 and 12 will 
return before the 24th of August 2020. At this stage there is no indication 
that the Directions that were gazetted previously have been amended. If 
these are not amended to indicate a different position, the Department will 
issue guidance on this matter once confirmation has been received. 

Schools Nutrition 

15. As directed, school nutrition will be provided to all qualifying learners 
during the school break. Feeding of learners will be done at schools in a 
staggered manner in order to observe the required protocols for social 

distancing. 

16. Learners will be required to take their own containers from home and 
ensure that they have face masks when they go to fetch their meals from 

school. 



BREAK OF SCHoOLS FROM 27 JULY 2020 AND ARRANGEMENTS 

DURING THIS PERIOD 

17. Principals of schools are required to make the necessary arrangements for 

this process to be implemented 
Safety and Security of School Properties 

18. All schools are also to ensure that safety and security equipment and 

safety measures are in good order and in place during this time. 

19. In this regard, principals of schools are reminded to contact the nominated 

law enforcement officers as per the Adopt-A-Cop Programme to make 
sure that communication with the appointed law enforcement officers is 

maintained to monitor the safety and security of the schools' assets. 

Conclusion 

20. I would like to thank all principals, teachers and staff for the dedication and 

support you provided to learners during this period. We wish to encourage 

you to continue to observe the required safety protocols during the break 

in order to ensure that the spread of COVID 19 is contained. In this regard, 

the following practices remain important: 

frequent washing of hands for at least 20 seconds, (i) 
(i) wearing of masks at all times, 

(ii) avoiding unnecessary movements including social visits, 
(iv) always practicing social distancing 

Kind regards 

MREDVWARD MOsUWE 
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
DATE: 2So+|20ao 
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