
Real pass rate is proportion of passing candidates compared to Gr 10 enrolment two years prior. Top province per year highlighted in red.  

   Province 

Real Pass Rate in the Last 5 Years 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Gr 10 

(2013) 

Passed 

NSC 

Real 

pass 

rate % 

Gr 10 

(2014) 

Passed 

NSC 

Real 

pass 

rate % 

Gr 10 

(2015) 

Passed 

NSC 

Real 

pass 

rate % 

Gr 10 

(2016) 

Passed 

NSC 

Real 

pass 

rate % 

Gr 10 

(2017) 

Passed 

NSC 

Real 

Pass 

Rate 

Gr 10 

(2018) 

Passed 

NSC 

Real 

Pass 

Rate 

Eastern Cape 151 259 49 475 32.7 154 220 49 168 31.9 154 774 43 981 28.4 148 346 46 393 
31.3 

139 962 48 331 34.5 135 

175 

49 691 36.76 

Free State 59 489 25 416 42.7 55 293 23 629 42.7 59 613 21 631 36.3 61 244 21 806 
35.6 

58 933  22 602 38.4 56 

101 

23 779 42.38 

Gauteng 183 359 91 327 49.8 174 471 88 381 50.7 170 844 82 826 48.5 172 507 83 406 
48.3 

188 069  85 342 45.4 176 

237 

92 285 52.36 

KwaZulu-

Natal 
263 239 98 761 37.5 264 816 98 032 37.0 248 347 90 589 36.5 243 935 88 485 

36.3 

240 713  95 017 39.5 231 

557 

104 938 45.31 

Limpopo 183 241 66 946 36.5 189 170 63 595 33.6 187 001 54 625 29.2 184 028 53 254 
28.9 

168 847  51 855 30.7 149 

414 

53 634 35.89 

Mpumalanga 95 415 43 229 45.3 94 528 41 801 44.2 93 095 36 273 39.0 90 201 35 225 39.1 93 136  34 995  37.6 85089 39 367 36.26 

North West 69 051 27 118 39.3 67 734 26 448 39.0 68 464 24 462 35.7 66 550 23 578 
35.4 

62 766 23 272 37.1 66 

952 

28 093 41.95 

Northern 

Cape 
22 375 8 064 36.0 22 034 7 902 35.9 20 180 6 608 32.7 23 082 7 264 

31.5 

24 008 6 990 29.1 24 

353 

7 665 31.44 



Western 

Cape 
79 485 45 489 57.2 75 791 43 716 57.7 72 428 40 440 55.8 77 182 41 350 

53.6 

75 646 41 502 54.9 73 

894 

41 250 55.82 

National 
1 106 

913 
455 825 41.2 

1 100 

877 
442 672 40.2 

1 074 

746 
401 435 37.4 

1 067 

075 
400 761 

37.6 

1 052 

080  

409 

906  

39.0 997 

872 

440 702 44.16 

 


