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Voter Education during School Functionality Visits: Hon Mavimbela, MPL speech at Thibane Combined School

Madam Speaker,

While voter education is a mandate of the legislature and it forms part of our programme and interaction over a period of time,
especially this year that precedes an election year, | am concerned about the details below. 1am concerned that this may become
a trend of the member mentioned and others, and this is indeed abhorrent.

On the last day of the school visits in the Harry Gwala District at Thibane Combined School, the Honourable Mavimbela, MPL was
granted an opportunity to address an assembly of learners, staff of the school and department officials present, and this included

MPL’s and legislature staff as well.

| captured a portion of this address on video but, due to the length of the speech, | ended it before the most concerning remarks
were captured. | must point out that while what concerns me most was not captured on video, her remarks can and should be
confirmed by anyone present. When | spoke to the Honourable member after the programme, and in the presence of Clir Marnce,
she went on to confirm what she had said and defended her view.  Almost her entire speech was censurable and | am hopeful that
you will consider the gravitas of this in your scrutiny of this complaint.

| find it inexcusable that Hon Mavimbela reminded learners in particular [and others present] that many ‘receive pensions/ grants
and that it is important for them to vote because you don’t know which government will come in next year and whether you will still
receive your grants, and if there will be a budget for your toilets if a new government comes in.’

In the recorded part of the speech [available upon request] she said, to this effect:
"l know young learners aren't eligible to vote, however I'm addressing those who are close to the voting age, Grade 12 and 11.

If you at times feel that your needs are not met and yet decide to not vote, those who do go, they then vote on your behalf with their
votes. This means that even though you do not vote, those who do, decide for you, on your behalf. Maybe you would make a

difference with that just one vote.

This disadvantages us as a Province If people do not vote, and I'm telling you this so that you can tell even those at home. For us to
get the Budget, it is determined by the number of people in the Province and the number of those who voted.

School's budget is determined based on that number. When we check Census we discover that the number of registered voters is
way bigger than the actual number that voted, then this means that the only people who deserve service delivery are those who
voted.

If we don't encourage people to go and vote, our budget will always be less. And we will always struggle to meet the needs of
learners. You will find government spending R2.30 on each learner per day on School Nutrition which is way too less.”
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