A budget for reports and imbizos – not crime-fighting

No matter how many times the DA raises the issue of rampant crime in our province, there appears to be no political will from this ANC-run government to bring about change. The KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) Department of Community Safety and Liaison’s sole responsibility is to effectively invest its resources, conduct proper oversight over SAPS and reduce crime. The question is: Has it delivered on this objective?

Over the last ten years, the department has spent approximately R2billion on this objective yet it has performed dismally in every respect. This year alone it will waste another R250million on meaningless meetings, reports and imbizos which will achieve nothing - again. 

A department of reports and imbizos

Looking at the department’s performance indicators, it appears that its main function is to produce reports - 322 of them. With a budget of R250million, this equates to R700 000 per report, which no one has sight of. This is just part of a lame, boring strategy while it should be focusing on reducing crime. This is not a department of Community Safety, this is department of reports and imbizos. 

Almost every category of crime in KZN has increased substantially over the years. Murder is on the increase with as many as 17 people murdered every day. In Mariannhill, 19 people were recently butchered to death and what did this ANC-run government do? They organised yet another useless imbizo and handed over 2 park homes.

Even the Minister of Police has acknowledged the seriousness of the situation in KZN, describing our province as the “go to” place to shop for hired killers. Women are not safe in our province. By the time we finish this debate another 25 women are likely to have been raped while a further 31 people are likely to be sexually assaulted.

Criminals know that are our police are weak. This is also why people take the law into their own hands. Every day, somewhere in KZN, hundreds of people are being assaulted, robbed, raped or killed, often as a result of criminal syndicates who operate with impunity due to an incompetent department. While the President, the Minister, the MEC and KZN’s cabinet boast about their achievements the reality on the ground is completely different. 

KZN is a war zone

Criminals have free reign because SAPS have lost the battle against crime. They are understaffed, under-resourced and under-trained. There are too few investigators and the few we have are poorly trained. Visible policing is almost non-existent. You can go for days without seeing a police vehicle. Even our schools are unsafe with children being raped by teachers and teachers being stabbed by children. It’s a war zone.

Crime in KZN has reached unprecedented levels. The province continues to be the country’s rape capital and will soon be the murder capital at this rate. This is why the department does not release the provincial quarterly crime stats. It knows it has performed dismally.

Despite the situation, the Premier, in yesterday’s Budget debate, claimed that government would never surrender our province to criminals. The Premier is too late. KZN has already lost this war and there is no hope of the situation changing until this ANC-run government is removed in 2024. 

Follow the money

The Premier also spoke about allocating R10million from each provincial government department towards fighting crime. This equates to more than R130 million, which it is claimed will be used for technology to fight crime. This is yet another empty promise. In eThekwini Municipality, despite having 499 CCTV cameras within the metro, only 98 are working. If the ANC cannot get existing infrastructure to work, then what will it do with more than R130 million not properly planned for. This is money that will be diverted to 2024 ANC election campaigns for more imbizos and hand-outs - and not for crime fighting. 

The DA is working hard to remove this corrupt ANC government from power and return our province and country to a safe and peaceful place to live. Here in KZN, we will do what we have already done in other places where we govern and reduce crime by implementing logical solutions and employing the right people for the job. The DA does not steal money that belongs to the people.

A weak SAPS 

KZN has less than 18 000 officers, with almost every SAPS station operating with a shortage of staff while working under deplorable conditions. The DA has consistently raised these issues yet there is no attempt to resolve them and ensure that our province has a strong, highly-trained and focused police force. 

The DA has highlighted real-life cases in our province in the hope that the department will change its strategies and take its responsibilities more seriously. But this government continues to fail the women and children of our province. This week I received a report on a young woman in Phoenix, whose three young children are being sexually molested by a close family member. It has been more than a month since she has reported the matter to the sexual offences unit at the Phoenix police station. She even provided them with evidence of her five-year-old child’s soiled underwear which they refused to take in as evidence.  For more than a month there has been no progress in arresting the perpetrator while the mother is now homeless, because she is afraid to take her children back home. She is begging for help from the police and they do not care. 

This is not an abnormal situation in KZN. It is the lived experience of women and children. This while the Premier plans to install panic buttons when police stations don’t have functioning telephone lines and there are not enough officers to respond. The people who should be panicking are those belonging to this ANC. The people of our province have had enough of their false promises. This is why the ANC is losing by-elections left, right and centre. The writing is on the wall.
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