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North West

CJ Steyl
Provincial Communications and Campaigns Manager: North West
Democratic Alliance North West
0180101006/0786525284
chriss@da.org.za
Democratic Alliance North West Provincial Office, 79 Retief Street, Potchefstroom

grounds: 
1. The proposed redeterminations fails to consider the requirements extensively as per the Municipal Demarcation Act No 28 of
1998, specifically Sections 24 and 25;
2. The MDB failed to consider the legislative requirements as per Sections 24 extensively, specifically 24 (a) enable the
municipality for that area to fulfil its constitutional obligations, including -
(i) the provision of democratic and accountable government for the local communities;
(ii) the provision of services to the communities in an equitable and sustainable manner; 
(iii) the promotion of social and economic development; and
(b) enable effective local governance;
(c) enable integrated development; and
(d) have a tax base as inclusive as possible of users of municipal services in the municipality. 
2. The MDB failed to consider the legislative requirements as per Section 25 extensively, specifically 25 (a) the interdependence 
of people, communities and economies as indicated by -
(i) existing and expected patterns of human settlement and migration;
(ii) employment;
(iii) commuting and dominant transport movements;
(iv) spending;
(v) the use of amenities, recreational facilities and infrastructure; and 
(vi) commercial and industrial linkages;
(b) the need for cohesive, integrated and unfragmented areas, including metropolitan areas; 
(c) the financial viability and administrative capacity of the municipality to perform municipal functions efficiently and effectively;
(d) the need to share and redistribute financial and administrative resources;
(f) areas of traditional rural communities;

DEM8017

Tswaing, Ratlou and Mahikeng Local Municipalities 

The Democratic Alliance in North West opposes and objects to the Section 26 Redeterminations DEM8017 on the following
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The MDB respects your right to privacy and therefore aim to ensure that we comply with the legal requirement of 
the POPI Act (POPIA) which regulates the manner in which we collect, process, store, share and destroy any 
personal information which you have provided to us. 

As evidenced by the merger or the former Tlokwe and Ventersdorp Local Municipalities, amalgamating municipalities is not an
an answer to failed governance and a collapse in service delivery. Failures in governance, financial mismanagement and a 
collapse is service delivery is best adressed through other legislative mechanisms such as Sections 139 and 216 of the  
Constitution. 

General Comments on DEM8017
The Auditor-General audit opinion outcomes over the last 5 financial years indicate Mahikeng obtained 3 qualified with findings 
and 2 disclaimed audit opinions. Tswaing obtained qualified with findings audit opinions for 5 consecutive years and Ratlou

2 qualified with findings and 3 discliamed audit opinions. Governance, service delivery is near collapse in all three municipalities
while capacity and skills are sorely lacking. Financial mismanagement as evidenced by the audit opinions over the las 5 
years indicate that there are serious control and consequence management mechanisms lacking. 

Amalgamating three dysfunctional municipalities into a single municpality will not address these problems. 

It is the submission of the Democratic Alliance in North West that amalgamating Tswaing, Mahikeng and Ratlou Municipalities
will have an adverse impact on residents and further strain the ability of the new municipality to deliver on its constitutional 
mandate. 

In addition, the proposed amalgamation establishes a vast largely rural municipality and it is bound to negatively affect the 
responsiveness of the new municipality to service delivery matters wherever the municipal seat would be located. 




