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TO		: HANSARD AND HOUSE BUSINESS
FROM	: MEC FOR COOPERATIVE GOVERNANCE AND TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS  
SUBJECT	: RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS 655 OF IQP 23 FOR WRITTEN REPLY    

655. 	Dr V Knoetze to ask the MEC responsible for Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs:   
In line with the constitutional obligation placed on provincial governments to support and strengthen the capacity of municipalities to manage their own affairs, exercise their powers and perform their functions through legislative and other measures and with reference to the availability and condition of fire trucks across municipalities in the province:

	QUESTION(S)
	RESPONSE(S)

	1. What is the required number of fire trucks per municipality, based on each municipality’s population size and population density;
	· The number of fire trucks and other fire vehicles are determined by the SANS code 10090 Community protection against fire; this is the baseline standard for fire services. This standard outlines a system of determining the requirements for the operational (response) and fire safety functions (prevention and mitigation) of emergency services rendered to communities.

· A survey (Risk assessment) of the fire hazards in an area should be conducted to determine the extent of the fire service vehicles needed to provide adequate fire protection for a fire area. 

· Such a survey should cover the height and the type of construction and occupancy of buildings. Regular surveys of an area should be made at intervals of not more than three years to keep abreast of the expansion of an area.

Fire-risk categories
· A fire area should be divided into sub-areas which fall into one of the following fire-risk categories:


Category A
· Central business districts and extensive commercial and industrial areas normally found in cities and large towns (areas where the risk to life and property due to fire occurrence and spread is likely to be high).

Category B
· Limited central business districts, smaller commercial or industrial areas normally associated with small towns and decentralized areas of cities and large towns (areas where the risk to life and property due to fire occurrence and spread is likely to be moderate).

Category C
· Residential areas of conventional construction.

Category D
· Rural areas of limited buildings and remote from urban areas.

Category E
· Special risk areas. Individual areas requiring a pre-determined attendance over and above the predominant risk category in an area. Includes large shopping/entertainment centers, informal settlements, harbors, hospitals, prisons, large airport buildings and petrochemical plants.

· Fire services (Municipalities) should assess the suitability of their emergency vehicle fleet on a regular basis to ensure that the department has a fleet which has the capacity, capability and flexibility to meet the needs of the changing and expanding fire-risks of the community.


· EC-COGTA through the Eastern Cape Provincial Disaster Management center has recently concluded the fire risk classification assessment for the whole province through the MOU with FPASA (Fire protection association of Southern Africa). A report will be shared with the department that will provide a provincial view of the needs required for fire services in the province.





	2. (a) how many fire trucks are currently available in each municipality within the province and (b) of these fire trucks currently available, how many are (aa) in working condition and (bb) roadworthy;





(aa) How many are in working condition and (bb)roadworthy
		Name of municipality
	No of fire trucks

	Alfred Nzo District Municipality              
	5

	Amathole District Municipality                              
	9

	Buffalo City Metro Municipality         
	07

	Chris Hani District Municipality            
	0

	Joe Gqabi District Municipality                              
	03

	Nelson Mandela Metro Municipality
	17

	OR Tambo District Municipality
	07

	Sarah Baartman District Municipality        
	23

	Total for EC province
	71




	
	
	Name of municipality
	Working condition
	Roadworthy

	Alfred Nzo District Municipality             
	05
	05

	Amathole District Municipality                               
	02
	02

	Buffalo City Metro Municipality        
	07
	07

	Chris Hani District Municipality                             
	0
	0

	Joe Gqabi District Municipality                               
	03
	03

	Nelson Mandela Metro Municipality 
	9
	9

	Sarah Baartman District Municipality                   
	20
	20

	OR Tambo
	04
	07

	Total for EC province
	50
	53





	3. whether he can kindly list which municipalities have fire stations, garages or buildings intended for fire services, but which currently have no fire trucks;

	Below are municipalities that have building/ garages/ fire stations with no fire trucks.
AMATHOLE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY 
Fire station buildings
· Hamburg Fire Station (Ngqushwa Local Municipality)
· Keiskammahoek Fire Station (Amathlati LM)
· Centane Fire station (Mnquma LM)
Municipal building
· Bedford fire station (Raymond Mhlaba LM)

CHRIS HANI DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY 
Park home structure 
· Dordrecht (Emalahleni Local Municipality)
Please note that certain Municipalities are utilising skid units bakkies to fight fires, these vehicles are suitable for small veld fires and not fit for the purpose in relation to structural fires and major veld fires 

	4. what is the projected timeline for ensuring that each municipality is equipped with a full fleet of operational and roadworthy fire trucks;

	The SANS code 10090 community protection against fire provides guidelines in terms of vehicle replacements as indicated below.
	Type of vehicle
	Max. number of years’ service

	Pumping appliances (Fire trucks for structural and veld fires)
	15

	Aerial appliances (For high rise building fires)
	20

	Off-road vehicles (Mountain and veld fires)
	10

	Special appliances (Hazardous substance response vehicles; Incident command)
	20

	Light vehicles (Veld fire skid unit bakkies; Rescue vehicles; Service vehicles).
	8


Fire services vehicles are very expensive to procure and maintain, certain municipalities are not following the above guidelines as required. Fire vehicles are procured as and when the need arises.


	5. what role does the Provincial Disaster Management Centre play in responding to and coordinating interventions for (a) fires affecting provincial government buildings and (b) veld and wildfires within the province? 
	· The purpose of the Provincial Disaster Management Centre in relation to Fire Services is to promote, facilitate and ensure effective coordination of Fire and Rescue service within the province and to oversee the administration of the Fire Brigade Services Act 99 of 1987 and other related prescripts in the Eastern Cape.
· The responsibility of COGTA is coordinate, support and assist municipalities in terms of Fire Services within the Province.
· To monitor and evaluate the performance of fire and rescue operations (Prevention, mitigation and response).
· Assess the functionality of fire services in the province and develop remedial actions and strategies. 
· Proclamation R 153 of 1994 placed Provincial Government at the center of the administration of the FBSA. This inevitably places certain obligations on provincial governments to support municipalities in the provision of fire services. 

· Fire services is the responsibility of the municipalities in terms of Schedule 4 Part B of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, whereas; The rendering of the fire services function is divided as per the Municipal structures Act 117 of 1998 section 84(i)(j) as well as the Fire brigade services act 99 of 1987. However, the current Fire brigade services act 99 of 1987 does not clearly define the roles and responsibilities between a district and local municipality, it only states the functions of local government in relation to the functions of fire services.
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