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3.2.2 Province of birth registration  

Information on the office of birth registration is provided by the DHA, which Stats SA then uses as a proxy to 

derive the province of birth registration. It must be noted that for persons 15 years and older, the majority of 

registrations are allocated to the City of Tshwane metropolitan municipality in Gauteng, which is where late 

registrations from 15 years and older are centralised for processing. 

 

Figure 4 shows the distribution of all births registered in 2024 by province of registration and status according 

to the following four categories: 

i. 0−30 days: registered within the time stipulated by law (classified by DHA as current registrations);  

ii. 31−364: registered after a month but within a year;  

iii. 1−14 years: registered between 1 and 14 years; and  

iv. 15 years and older: registered from 15 years upward. 

 

The highest number of total births was registered in Gauteng (207 120), followed by KwaZulu-Natal (183 377), 

Limpopo (105 384) and Eastern Cape (93 308). For other provinces, total birth registrations were below 90 000. 

In all the provinces, there were more births registered within 0−30 days than in any of the other categories. 

Gauteng had the highest number of births registered within 0−30 days at 166 724, followed by KwaZulu-Natal 

with 145 732 and Limpopo at 95 721. Northern Cape had the lowest number of births registered within 30 days 

at 19 321. KwaZulu-Natal had the highest number of births registered within 31−364 days and 1−14 years, 

followed by Gauteng.  
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Figure 4 – Number of birth registrations by province of birth registration and status of registration, South Africa, 2024 

 
 

Western Cape Eastern Cape Northern Cape Free State KwaZulu-Natal North West Gauteng Mpumalanga Limpopo
Total 89 543 93 308 22 943 40 648 183 377 51 910 207 120 69 613 105 384
0-30 days 75 689 76 487 19 321 35 961 145 732 44 897 166 724 57 954 95 721
31-364 days 10 847 9 490 2 852 3 001 24 107 3 793 14 051 8 344 7 529
1-14 years 3 007 7 330 770 1 685 13 538 3 220 11 487 3 315 2 134
15 years and

above 0 1 0 1 0 0 14 858 0 0
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Figure 5 shows the percentage distribution of all registered birth occurrences in 2024 by province of birth 

registration and status of registration. The figure shows that Limpopo (90,8%) had the highest proportion of 

birth registrations within 30 days, followed by Free State (88,5%) and Gauteng (86,7%) in second and third 

place, respectively. The province with the lowest proportion of registrations within 30 days was KwaZulu-Natal 

at 79,5%; conversely, it had the highest proportion of births registered within 31–364 days at 13,1% and 7,4% 

of births registered within 1–14 years. In general, birth registration timelines follow a similar pattern across all 

provinces as observed from previous years. 

 

Figure 5 – Percentage (%) of birth registrations by province of birth registration and status of 
registration, South Africa, 2024 

 
 

3.2.3 Sex ratio  

Sex ratio at birth is defined as the number of male births per 100 female births in a population. A ratio of 100 

indicates an equal number of male births for every female birth, whereas a number less than 100 indicates 

relatively more female births and a number above 100 indicates more male births. Sex ratios at birth by 

provincial distribution are presented in Figure 6. South Africa had a sex ratio of 102 males per 100 females, 

indicating that there were more male birth registrations than female birth registrations in 2024. Western Cape, 

Mpumalanga and Limpopo had the same sex ratio (102) as the national ratio. Northern Cape, North West and 

Gauteng had the highest sex ratio with 103 male birth registrations per 100 female birth registrations, while 

Free State had a ratio of 100 male birth registrations per 100 female birth registrations.  
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Figure 6 – Sex ratios by province, South Africa, 2024 

 
*Sex ratios have been rounded off. 
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Figure 7 – Median age of mother by year of birth, South Africa, 2005−2024 

 
 
 
4.2.3 Provincial distribution of births, 2024 

Figure 8 presents the distribution of 2024 birth occurrences by province of birth registration. The information 

excludes unspecified province of birth registrations. The highest proportion of births was registered in Gauteng 

(22,6%), followed by KwaZulu-Natal (21,0%). Northern Cape and Free State reflected the lowest proportions 

of birth registrations at 2,8% and 4,9% respectively. 
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Figure 8 – Birth occurrences by province of birth registration, South Africa, 2024 

 
 

4.3 Birth occurrences as at 1 July 2025  
This sub-section reports on 2024 birth occurrences extracted from the national birth register on the 1st of July 

2025, categorised by sex of the child and year of birth as a way of providing the most recent data available 

before publication. Table 11 presents information on the number of birth occurrences by birth year and sex. 

The total number of birth occurrences per year, as shown in the table, indicates that a total of 20 148 979 births 

occurred and were registered in South Africa between 2005 and 2024, with an average of 1 007 449 births per 

year over the 20-year period. The table further shows that the highest number of birth occurrences was 

observed in 2008, and the lowest in 2024, although this figure will still increase as late registrations occurs in 

subsequent years. 
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