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The Annual Report before us exposes a painful truth that Gauteng’s children with disabilities remain the most neglected learners in this province.

The department claims that support for Learners with Special Education Needs (LSEN) was “enhanced,” yet its own reports, including the Portfolio Committee analysis, confirm that Ezibeleni Special School in Katlehong still operates under unsafe, undignified conditions, lacking the required Learning Support Educators. This is more than three years of failure to fill critical therapist and specialist posts. 

Placement backlogs remain chronic. Thousands of children wait months, even years, for psycho-educational assessments. The committee had to request clarification on the waiting period, backlog size, and early identification screenings, as the annual report does not provide this information. 

The department also underspent in Special Schools because it could not procure assistive devices and labour-saving equipment, the very tools that help disabled children communicate, learn, and move.

Meanwhile, schools like Filadelfia, Prinshof, Meerhof and others continue battling overcrowding, unsafe hostels, broken ablutions, and unreliable transport for profoundly disabled learners.

Honourable Speaker, this is not inclusion. This is abandonment.

The Democratic Alliance (DA) stands firmly with every child who cannot speak without a therapist, cannot move without assistive devices, and cannot learn in broken classrooms. Gauteng’s most vulnerable deserve dignity and a government that shows urgency and not excuses.

I thank you.
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