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Honourable Speaker, 

The Department of Sports, Arts, Culture and Recreation (SACR) achieved only 62% of its annual targets, despite spending 91% of its budget. This is a failure in basic governance. Instead of progress, we see regression. If we are spending almost all the money, but achieving only half the work, that is not service delivery, that is a failure of governance. It is the very definition of no value for money.

Worse still, the audit opinion has declined from unqualified to qualified. This deterioration reflects collapsing internal controls, weak financial oversight, and a department that is simply not being managed.

The Auditor General further found that:
1. Transactions above R1 million were processed without competitive bidding, violating Treasury Regulations and Section 38(1)(f) of the PFMA.
1. Payments were not made within 30 days.
1. Four out of six key 2023/24 AG recommendations were never implemented.

Should we be expecting an MEC handling two major portfolios to fully be present for both? While Premier Lesufi may had his hopes, the results have been evident that MEC Chiloane as this this department suffers from his lack of prioritisation.   

The consequences of MEC Chiloane’s divided attention are real.
The department failed to build one single library last year. Not one. 
No new combi courts.
No new soccer fields.

Speaker, the absence of these facilities has a significant negative impact on communities.  It deprives children of safe places to play, it removes platforms for community development, it suppresses talent in sports and arts, and it deepens social inequality in our communities.

The failures of MEC Matome Chiloane extend beyond performance indicators. He has consistently failed to honour committee meeting invitations. 

When an MEC refuses to show up, the department collapses and that is exactly what we are witnessing.

MEC Chiloane should have ensured that previous AGSA recommendations were implemented, including:
1. Filling vacancies in critical posts,
1. Ensuring optimal utilisation of assets,
1. Strengthening financial controls, and
1. Making payments in record time.

Each of these issues directly affects the department’s ability to deliver cultural, recreational, sports and heritage services to the people of Gauteng.

Speaker, these failures are visible across Gauteng.

At Walter Sisulu Square, a historically significant site, traders, and residents suffer without water, without electricity, with vandalised infrastructure and growing criminal activity. A once vibrant economic hub stands abandoned and decaying because this department has failed to do its job.

In Orange Farm, the multi-million-rand Driezek Library, completed and opened in 2024, till stands locked and unused. Instead of providing learning opportunities and community upliftment, it is gathering dust while taxpayers pay for security and maintenance of a facility that remains inaccessible.

And while infrastructure collapses, while community facilities rot, and while unemployment rises, the department has spent more than R159 million over eight years on celebratory events. Not on service delivery. Not on athletes. Not on upgrading facilities. But on food, entertainment, and transport for one-day political spectacles.

Even the Gauteng Sports Awards, meant to honour excellence, saw R4.4 million spent on luxury events while athletes received only 16% of the budget.

Honourable Speaker, the consequences of Premier Lesufi’s decisions are clear. MEC Chiloane is out of his depth. He has lost control of the department. The audit outcomes have regressed, financial controls have weakened, and service delivery has collapsed.

The DA calls on Premier Lesufi to urgently appoint a dedicated MEC for the Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation, someone who will give this portfolio the full-time leadership, focus and accountability it desperately needs.
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