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Honourable Speaker

I rise today to address a matter of profound concern, the systematic failure of the Environmental Affairs to deliver on its environmental mandate, as starkly revealed in the 2024/25 annual report.

While the department underspent its budget by R58.3 million from a R1.106 billion allocation, the real tragedy lies not in the figures themselves, but in the environmental devastation these numbers represent. Behind every unspent rand lies degraded land, unchecked invasive species, and lost opportunities for environmental restoration.

We are not talking about minor shortfalls or technical adjustments. We are confronting catastrophic failure.

Nothing illustrates this crisis more dramatically than the conservation estate expansion programme. The department declared just 22 hectares for conservation against a target of 91,912 hectares. 

Let me repeat that: 22 hectares against a target of nearly 92 thousand. This is not underperformance this is an achievement rate of 0.02%. Either we set targets with no grounding, or we face obstacles so fundamental that our entire approach requires urgent reconsideration.

We promised our people a green economy. We promised jobs in environmental restoration. The reality? Only 200 green jobs were created against a target of 650. Two-thirds of these promised opportunities vanished into administrative delays and approval bottlenecks.

The Tshepo 1 Million programme fell short of its modest 5,000 target, and even our waste management infrastructure plans lie paralyze with not a single feasibility study completed due to funding negotiations mired in bureaucratic requirements.

Honourable Speaker, a disturbing pattern emerges from this report
1. Delayed business plan approvals;
1. Protracted service provider appointments;  
1. Coordination failures between departments;
1. Funding negotiations that grind to a halt;
1. A R47.8 million underspend on the CASP conditional grant alone.

These are not isolated incidents. This is systemic dysfunction. This is an administrative machine that cannot translate budget allocations into environmental action.
While we miss targets, green job opportunities slip away from communities that desperately need them.

Our environmental compliance oversight achieved only 25% of planned inspections. Who knows what violations went undetected? What environmental damage went unchecked? Well-documented crises in our water ways have been documented and continue unabated. 

Some of the crisis include:
1. The continued disaster at the Rooiwal wastewater treatment plant, which continues pumping raw sewage into the Apies River unabated for the past 13 years, affecting farmers and the drinking water of Hammanskraal.
1. Continued pollution of the Hennops and Apies Rivers due to the failures of wastewater treatment plants in Ekurhuleni and surrounding areas, which has had a direct devastating effect on the Rietvlei Dam ecosystem.
1. Continued pollution of the Jukskei river, the latest being the absolute stench from the pollution and sewage flowing below China Mall and affecting residents and wildlife in the area.
1. The Cradle of Humankind under threat of losing its status as a World Heritage Site due to untreated sewage, industrial contaminants, and poor waste management, contributing to the pollution of the rivers and ecosystem.

Honourable Speaker, we should demand immediate action:

Firstly, the approval processes should be streamlined. Environmental degradation does not wait for bureaucratic convenience. We need clear timelines and accountability for every stage from planning to implementation.

Secondly, realistic targets grounded in actual capacity should be set, not aspirational figures that make us feel good on paper but set us up for failure in practice.

Thirdly, consequence management should be enforced.  Officials who repeatedly fail to deliver must be held accountable. Departments that cannot spend allocated funds must explain why and face appropriate measures.

Lastly, we must enhance coordination between Provincial treasury, implementing departments and funding bodies. The Regional Integrated Waste Facility debacle shows what happens when entities cannot align their requirements.

Our province's environmental future cannot afford another year of reports documenting what we failed to do. It demands action, capacity, and accountability - starting now.

I thank you, Honourable Speaker
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