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Speaker,
 
This department’s annual report raises more red flags than resolutions. It reveals a department stumbling along, failing to meet its core mandate—while bending over backwards to accommodate Premier Lesufi’s vanity projects.
 
Let’s start with the so-called “smart safety” interventions—CCTV cameras and e-panic buttons.
 
In a recent committee meeting, the department admitted it only received R10 million for e-panic buttons. Yet it has already spent over R117 million. And when budget cuts came, did they cut these non-core projects? No. Instead of defending its actual e-Government mandate, the department continued the irregular purchasing of equipment that rightfully falls under Community Safety.
 
Add to that:
1. R53 million spent on CCTV cameras
1. R900,000 on five drones
 
These are Premier Lesufi’s priorities—tech optics over real service delivery.
 
And what was cut instead? Internet connectivity for schools. The tools that would actually help Gauteng learners compete globally were deprioritised—sacrificed for PR and ego.
 
I wrote to the Auditor-General requesting an investigation into these irregular purchases, and I’m pleased to report her office has confirmed that they are investigating. And rightly so.
 
Then there’s the Microsoft Azure disaster.
 
For three years, this department failed to settle its Microsoft licence—blaming “untimely billing” and “late invoices.” I don’t buy it. When your debt hits R631 million, and no red flags are raised, we must ask: Where were the CFO, the HOD, and the MEC?
 
We’re now told the debt has been reduced to R344 million. But the real cost is not just financial—vital funds have been diverted away from service delivery to clean up this mess.
 
And still—no one has been held accountable. No consequence. No leadership. No explanation.
 
Speaker, this is not a budgeting issue. It is a governance failure.
 
The DA believes in clean, accountable, transparent government. That means saying no to unfunded mandates, cleaning up runaway software bills, and ensuring every cent of public money is accounted for.
 
We stand for real digital transformation—not media gimmicks. And we reject a government that hides behind glossy slides while the digital foundations of this province crumble underneath.
 
Thank you.
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