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Madam Speaker, the Portfolio Committee is in unanimous agreement that the real performance assessment of the Department of Economic Development, its entities, and above all, the MEC that oversees it, should be a reduction in unemployment and the growth of the economy. The current expanded unemployment rate of 38.9% is four points in excess of the previous year's unemployment rate, which means that the situation has become worse, not better. This is an indictment on this department and its MEC.
 
The growth rate of 1.1% is below the population rate of 2.6%, which means that we are all getting poorer. A further indictment on this department and its MEC.
 
The department will praise itself on various things in terms of achieving certain targets. Technically, this seems fair. However, when the final outcome means that we have gone backwards, not forwards, the only question that one should really ask is whether the targets were appropriate.
 
Madam Speaker, the interventions ought to bring about the better economic and wealth outcomes so badly needed by the residents of our province.
 
Beyond the achievements, there were crucial failures. I give a few examples.
 
Firstly, regarding the bungled appointment of the Gauteng Growth and Development Agency CEO, the report states this position has now been vacant for 45 months. Secondly this House resolved that the Family Tree contract  should be investigated. This never happened despite a series of promises, and I could venture a few more.
 
For those of you who are not aware, Family Tree is a company that partners with government entities to implement programmes under the Gauteng Township Economic Development Act (TEDA). It is supposed to implement services like incubation programmes, skills development, and funding support for small businesses in Gauteng.
 
The MEC, led by his premier, assisted by this department, likes to brag about special economic zones. An independent assessment tabled by GIBS two months ago shows that of the special economic zones, there are only two that are truly SEZs.
 
Of these, TASEZ , Tshwane’s Automotive  Special Economic Zone, has the most visible benefit.
 
OR Tambo has strayed from its mandate and the effective cost per job is far greater than the benefits in terms of reducing unemployment. It's not my assessment, it's the assessment of a set of independent analysts.
 
More worrying, this department spent R1.75 billion and not only has it failed to deliver the two critical outcomes, its performance is littered firstly, with many incidents of corruption and maladministration. These are recorded in answers to questions and in the report of the Gauteng Ethics Advisory Committee. Furthermore, there has been a wholly inadequate response by the executive of this provincial government towards ensuring that there are consequences for those who perpetrate corruption and maladministration.
 
We see scapegoats getting punished, and people that have known political connections get off either lightly or scot-free. Madam Speaker, while this situation prevails, not only will corruption abound, but regretfully, more people will be without jobs and all of us will be getting poorer as this current trend of performance by this department and its MEC continues.
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