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Madam Speaker,
 
Roads are quite literally an economic driver they are what we use daily to move ourselves to and from work and to transport the goods we sell on major routes . We also use our roads to get to our families, our entertainment and even just to maintain our health with a daily walk.

When our roads are not in good condition, our economy starts to falter. The smallest pothole that grows into the largest sinkhole can have an impact on the daily lives of our residents and our economy.
 
Having said that, the department can certainly boast some big wins this year.
 
Several projects and upgrades reached completion this financial year, however as the report acknowledges, there is chronic issue with the underperformance of contractors, delays and project terminations, an issue raised by all parties in committee meetings and oversights. 
 
This has had a severe impact on delivery service and sadly the report only recommends that a new list of contractors will be drafted from which faster appointments can be made when other contractors fail. Where is the consequence management for the failing contractor such as the regular QA oversights of contractors? It’s not enough to simply dismiss this. Failing contactors are proof that the Department’s appointment system is failing and unfortunately that is also costing the taxpayer money – thereby hurting our economy.
 
Another big win according to the report is the spending of over 600 million on road maintenance on 164,000 square meters of Gauteng’s road.
 
While this might seem impressive, the truth tells a different story. This only accounts for roughly 24 kms of road network.  Surely the department cannot see this as an actual win then – especially when potholes only continue to form - and even worse - reoccur on a continuous basis.
 
This is possibly thanks to those “pesky” sub-par contractors again. Santam reported that this year the claims it received in respect of pothole damage is sitting 25% higher than it did in the previous year. 
Now imagine you own a courier company, and the cost impact it would have on your insurance. Yet again, this is another unnecessary hit to our economy.
Violence is another way to keep people off the roads, away from shopping points, further damaging the economy. 

Violence between the taxi industry and e-hailers reached another high this year. The report acknowledges this but does not mention much more about it beyond stakeholder engagements. Public Transport Safety in a province that relies so heavily on public transport is non-negotiable. There must be an end to no-go zones, people should be able to freely choose their mode of transport without fear. Malls and other economic hubs MUST NOT be shut down because of the greed and short-sightedness of road transport officials.
 
Finally, a final win the report speaks to regarding budget management is that it achieved a fully spent budget and clean audits.  We certainly applaud this  but however question whether that spend translated into real change for our residents? Traffic signals continue to remain out of order for weeks and even months at a time. Roads are still largely dangerous as they remain riddled with potholes, broken pavements, and collapsing kerb inlets. Contractors continue to fail year after year and often projects  are left incomplete.
 
While the other side of the house will certainly bask in self-congratulatory applause to this report, the DA sees this report achieving a barely passing grade instead  of one marked with excellence. 
 
Media Enquiries 
 
Nicole Van Dyk MPL
DA Gauteng Spokesperson for Roads and Transport 
071 382 1992

