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Madam Speaker

As we consider the annual report of the Gauteng Provincial Treasury (GPT), I must acknowledge that, on paper, this department seems to be one of the better-run parts of this provincial administration. But we must consider whether the Treasury's performance has any meaningful impact on improving the lives of the people of Gauteng.

Yes, Treasury achieved a clean audit. Yes, we acknowledge that 100% of valid invoices were paid within 30 days, which every department should be doing. We also note that there was no new irregular, fruitless or wasteful expenditure, and that the department managed to keep the provincial wage bill at 58.9%, safely below the ceiling of 60%.
In short, if any fish deserves praise for swimming, it’s Treasury.

The annual report shows that the Treasury over-collected revenue by 162%. One would think that’s good, but it is not an indicator of a thriving province, but rather because of slow and underspending by Gauteng departments. Gauteng couldn’t spend its own budget. So, we earned interest on unused money while service delivery collapsed on the ground.

This is like congratulating yourself for saving money on groceries because you didn’t feed your family.

We also see that the Treasury failed to appoint a debt collection agency, a key tool for recovering money owed to the province. The report tells us the tender had to be re-advertised, yet again leaving millions on the table while provincial finances worsen.

Then, Treasury missed its target to publish the Municipal Economic Review and Outlook, a critical tool for improving financial planning in municipalities. This is all while Gauteng’s municipalities are bankrupt, collapsing and unable to perform the basics. But we owe Treasury a thank you for submitting reports and holding meetings.

The report boasts that the Treasury held 101 intergovernmental engagements with municipalities. With Eskom debt still growing, Rand Water debt still growing, and municipalities unable to pass funded budgets, what difference has this made? They are drowning, while the Treasury is watching from the shore, merely taking notes.

Madam Speaker, we must also address the internal contradictions. Treasury tells us it has a 15.2% vacancy rate overall, while 16.7% of senior management posts are vacant. Yet in the same breath, it spent R39.6 million on eight “general advisors”. Eight advisors costing nearly R40 million. It must have been sage advice. 

Treasury did well on compliance and administration. Certainly, a building block for good governance, but the DA cannot accept a Treasury that is excellent at paperwork while the finances of the province, particularly in municipalities, are in shambles.

Gauteng deserves a Treasury that does more than tick boxes.

It needs:
1. A Treasury that fights for real fiscal discipline.
1. A Treasury that ensures departments spend their budgets on service delivery.
1. A Treasury that steps in when municipalities collapse, not merely writes reports about their collapse.

Madam Speaker, in its current form, Treasury earns a 5 out of 10. Better than most departments, but still not delivering the impact that Gauteng’s 16 million residents desperately need.

The DA will continue to hold this government accountable until Treasury is not just clean on paper, but effective in practice.
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