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Madam Speaker,                                                                                                 

This Annual Report paints a painful reality that despite repeated promises, the Gauteng Department of Education continues to fall short of delivering safe, dignified learning environments our children deserve.

While the department attempts to paint a picture of progress however the findings of the Auditor-General tell a very different story. The GDE obtained an unqualified audit opinion with findings on compliance and predetermined objectives. We see ongoing irregular expenditure, weak financial controls, and consistent poor planning. These are not minor issues, but they reflect a department that lacks discipline, urgency and accountability and strong leadership. This regression is attributed to material misstatements in performance information and serious compliance failures relating to procurement, contract management, and the prevention of irregular expenditure.

These findings align precisely with what the Democratic Alliance have consistently flagged. From unsafe and overcrowded schools to incomplete infrastructure projects that never get completed. Learners continue to sit in mobile classrooms, crumbling buildings and makeshift structures while delays in building much needed new schools seem to never see the light of day. This is not progress, this is negligence.

Most alarming is the scale of irregular expenditure. The department incurred R1 459 497 000 in irregular expenditure during the 2024/25 financial year, almost double the previous year’s R730 274 000. This includes non-compliance with PPPFA and treasury regulations in the procurement of school nutrition, non-compliance with CIDB requirements, security services that did not follow competitive bidding. Even more troubling, an additional R1 523 626 000 relating to Learner Teacher Support Material has been placed under assessment and may yet be confirmed as irregular expenditure.

Madam Speaker, overcrowding continues to plague many of our classrooms. We have seen classes of up to 90 learners and many more with as much as 60 per class. How do we expect improved outcomes where meaningful teaching becomes virtually impossible. Educators are burnt out, learners are left behind, and the department responds with short-term fixes instead of long-term planning.

School safety remains concerning. Incidents of violence, bullying and criminal behaviour on school premises continue unabated. Despite numerous commitments from Premier Lesufi and MEC Chiloane, there is still no clear, measurable, and effective safety strategy being implemented across Gauteng schools. Our children are learning in fear, parents are concerned for their child’s safety from scholar transport to in the classroom. 

The National School Nutrition Programme, which should be a lifeline for vulnerable learners, continues to be plagued by allegations of corruption and inconsistent delivery. For many learners, this meal is their only source of nourishment. 

Learners with special needs remain forgotten. LSEN schools continue to be underfunded, unevenly resourced and poorly supported, forcing many parents to carry financial and emotional burdens.

Madam Speaker, this Annual Report does not inspire confidence. It reaffirms a pattern of poor planning, weak execution and political spin that ignores the real struggles faced by learners, educators, and parents.

A DA-led government would do things differently. We would focus on proper short, medium and long-term planning, stricter oversight on all maintenance projects and new infrastructure delivery, real consequence management and preventative safety measures ensuring our children and educators are safe. 

Until this department starts delivering real change on the ground, the findings in this Annual Report will become a regular occurrence in the future. 
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