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Madam Speaker,

During the State of the Province Address (SOPA), Premier Panyaza Lesufi spoke about building a “mega city” in Emfuleni. On paper, it may sound exciting and bold. But when we consider the reality on the ground, it reflects a serious lack of vision and foresight.
How can one speak of a megacity when a local municipality is failing to deliver even the most basic services?
In Emfuleni, our streets are flooded with raw sewage, suffocating residents. Refuse collection is unreliable, with piles of rubbish left uncollected for weeks. Taps frequently run dry; for many families, this is a daily reality.
Despite these service delivery failures, the Gauteng provincial government built a flyover bridge on the R42 that leads nowhere and installed nine solar high-mast lights at a cost of approximately R8.28 million - only for them to be stolen shortly thereafter. The Premier proudly cited the Vereeniging Taxi Rank as a success yet failed to mention that it took 13 years to complete.
Thirteen years for a single taxi rank!
The contractor abandoned the site after receiving over R60 million.
How can we be expected to believe that a megacity will be delivered efficiently and effectively? The Premier also neglected to inform the residents of Emfuleni and taxi operators that the completion of this project is a result of the DA’s relentless pressure to see it through.
Honourable Premier, the unemployed youth in Emfuleni feel excluded from your youth employment initiatives. And I will tell you why. When the municipality created over 200 general worker job opportunities, these positions did not go to them. Instead, they went to the ANC’s friends, family members, and comrades. We requested a list of those employed, but none came. Meanwhile, many of our residents remain unemployed.
The Premier proudly announced the acquisition of 145 vehicles for improved service delivery. Yet when residents contact municipal offices about sewage spills and other urgent issues, they are told the vehicles have no petrol or diesel. Announcements mean nothing if they do not result in actual service delivery.
Our electricity substations are consistently breaking down, leaving the Central West areas in Vanderbijlpark without power due to ongoing failures. Why? Contracts for building and maintaining our infrastructure are awarded to friends and comrades instead of qualified professionals.
Challenges in Emfuleni are replicated in Sedebeng Local Municipality, where Mayor Lerato Maloka remains in office despite serious concerns and allegations regarding her conduct. A mayoral chain valued at approximately R465,000 vanished after she delivered the 2023 State of the District Address.
There was also a questionable R500,000 trip to Germany funded from an HIV education budget. These are some of her many scandals that have been followed by zero consequence management under your watchful eye.
Honourable Premier,
This reveals a troubling pattern: failure to hold comrades accountable.
Premier Lesufi himself admitted that the ANC-led administration has failed the people of Emfuleni. Those were his words: an admission of failure and incompetence by his own comrades. But will he do anything about it? NO.
In Emfuleni, everything has become about factions, nothing about the residents, as the Premier himself acknowledged.
That is why projects take over 13 years to complete.
That is why over R60 million can be paid to a contractor who then walks away without consequence.
That is why substations collapse.
The people of Emfuleni do not need more grand announcements. They need clean water. They need functional sewer infrastructure. They need reliable electricity. They need roads free of potholes. They need jobs. They need safety, and above all, they need accountability.
The same as the DA has done in Midvaal, a DA-led Emfuleni will repair collapsing roads, restore failing sewer systems, fix water and electricity infrastructure, revive our CBDs and suburbs, and renew our townships that have been forgotten and neglected by the reckless ANC-led administration in this municipality.
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