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Honourable Speaker, 

As we debate the State of the Province Address (SOPA) delivered by the Premier, we must confront the true state of our province with honesty and courage.
While progress has been promised and interventions announced, the lived reality of many of our residents remains defined by fear, insecurity, and persistent criminality.
In the most recent Crime Index 2026 released by Numbeo, both Pretoria and Johannesburg rank among the top ten most dangerous cities in the world. Pretoria is ranked number two, with a Crime Index of 81.8 and a Safety Index of 18.2. Johannesburg ranks number five, with a Crime Index of 80.8 and a Safety Index of 19.2.
These are not abstract statistics. They reflect daily life in our communities.
We welcome the decrease in crime statistics, as the Premier says, "The needle is moving down," and encourage both the Premier and SAPS to continue curbing crime. However, please don’t forget that the South African Police Service (SAPS) Third Quarterly Crime Statistics confirm that Gauteng remains the epicentre of serious violent crime.
In three months under review, 1,536 people were murdered, which is approximately 17 murders per day. If this continues, by the end of this day, 17 graves will be added to the cemeteries in Gauteng.
Honourable Premier, please remember this: during the same period, 1,939 attempted murder cases were recorded, compared to 1,820 in the previous year. That is 21 attempted murders per day, a 6.5% increase.
Sexual offences increased by 15.4% quarter to quarter. Rape increased by 11.5%. Sexual assault by 11%. In all these categories, Gauteng recorded the second-highest number of cases nationally.
Honourable Premier, also be mindful of this: kidnapping surged in Gauteng. Kempton Park leads the national list, with cases jumping from 38 to 64. Sophiatown saw a drastic increase, reporting 62 cases after only nine in the previous period. Tembisa, Johannesburg Central, and Jeppe also featured in the top five, all showing notable increases.
These figures demonstrate that the road to reducing crime is still long, and we should not be celebrating anytime soon.
Communities continue to endure armed robberies, vehicle hijackings, organised syndicates, and the growing scourge of illegal mining by zama zamas. These crimes devastate infrastructure and the environment, fuel violent turf wars, and entrench extortion networks.
During a recent stakeholder engagement on gender-based violence and femicide hosted by the Community Safety Committee, SAPS reported critical human resource shortages at the station level. This severely limits effective response, proper investigation, and meaningful victim support.
There are also systemic weaknesses such as insufficient operational training, inconsistent enforcement of GBV legislation, and limited investigative capacity to dismantle organised criminal networks, including illegal mining syndicates. These weaknesses undermine public confidence and embolden criminals.
I would have failed in my duties today if I only pointed out the failures of this government. As I have consistently done, I will adopt a constructive approach and propose these implementable action steps:
1. Immediate recruitment drives, accelerated training, and targeted deployment to high-crime precincts.
1. Multi-disciplinary task teams to dismantle entire illegal mining value chains — not merely arrest desperate miners while kingpins operate freely.
1. Standardised GBV response protocols, dedicated victim support rooms at every station, and compulsory trauma-informed training.
1. Strengthened neighbourhood watches, youth diversion programmes, and community safety forums to address root causes such as unemployment and substance abuse.
1. Regular publication of precinct-level crime data with measurable performance indicators for station commanders.
Crime is not solely a government problem; it is a societal crisis. The private sector, civil society, academia, faith-based organisations, and residents must be part of structured consultation platforms to contribute expertise and innovation.
Gauteng is the economic engine of South Africa. Its safety is fundamental to investment confidence, job creation, and social cohesion.
The time for denial has passed. What is required now is collective resolve, strategic coordination, and measurable action.
A DA-led Gauteng provincial government would not delay in implementing the action steps I have previously outlined, as they are practical, achievable, and within our capacity to make safety a lived reality for all Gauteng residents. Yes, it can be done!!
I thank you. 
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