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Thank you, Honourable Speaker

Members of the Gauteng Provincial Legislature, 

Our guests from across the province, 

Ndi Matsheloni,

Honourable Premier, a government that meets in war rooms every Sunday but cannot get water to flow on a Monday is not fighting a crisis. It is avoiding accountability.

In December 2025, families across Gauteng spent their holidays without water. In Wesbury, Brixton and Pomona, residents have gone for weeks without a single drop of water out of their taps. 

In Tembisa, your home township, Premier, communities have been reduced to wheelbarrows and queuing for basic service delivery in the economic hub of South Africa. This is the daily reality faced by the people of Gauteng, who cannot afford to shower at posh hotels like the leaders who have been entrusted with the responsibility to lead.

In September 2025, you announced a war room that meets every Sunday with the national Minister of Water and Sanitation and all municipalities.

But on 10 February 2026, the Gauteng Provincial Government announced yet another war room, this time an Intergovernmental Relations Water Operations centre in Midrand.

How many war rooms does it take to fix one burst pipe?

While you launch centres and committees, residents are living at what looks and feels like Day Zero, even though you deny this. 

In 2022, when we demanded an uninterrupted water supply, we were accused of causing panic. Today, that so-called panic has become our daily reality.

Paying residents are forced to live with water restrictions, water shedding, and days of long water cuts. 

You say in Midrand that you are building a new 20-million-litre storage facility. You say private developers are matching it with 10 million litres. You say similar investments are rising in Ekurhuleni, Tshwane and the West Rand. But storage is not a supply. Your premature announcements are not accessible. Investment means nothing if maintenance continues to fail. 

The real crisis is not a shortage of water; it is the unwillingness to lead and fix the problems currently experienced by residents, which is a lack of reliable water infrastructure. 

Honourable Speaker, in a 30-page speech, the Premier had only two sentences on infrastructure. Two sentences in a province where infrastructure collapse is the reason everything is falling apart.

The Gauteng Province, under the leadership of Premier Lesufi and his predecessors, has had three decades to fix the existing problems. 

All they needed to do was to prioritise maintenance, enforce accountability and put professional competence first, not political loyalty. 

The Democratic Alliance (DA) Gauteng believes that the government must focus on its core mandate of service delivery. This can be done by ringfencing a maintenance budget to ensure that the collapsing infrastructure is fixed. 

An Infrastructure Master Plan must be implemented, which would include recruiting qualified engineers and project managers to ensure that projects are delivered on time and on budget. 

A provincial rapid response infrastructure unit must be established with a technical task team available to assist immediately when a municipality is facing water and electricity infrastructure issues.

Gauteng is the economic engine of this country. Yet today it cannot guarantee the most basic human necessity. The people of Gauteng are not statistics in a speech. They do not need another phased approach. They need a government that feels the crisis the way they do.
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