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Madam Speaker,

Once again, the Premier trumpeted a bright future, predicting a huge inflow of investments and the creation of many jobs. Of course, he expects us to shower him with praises for it.

Last year, the Premier promised R520 billion in investments, with R220 billion of it coming from the government budget. The figures for this coming year are less, with many of the projects, such as waste-to-energy and Lanseria, being familiar. These have been around for years. The once revolutionary has now become conservative.

Colleagues, do you recall last year, when the Premier promised 832 000 jobs? This year, he is more modest; he has pitched the ball lower, aiming for nearly one-quarter of that, which is 250 000 jobs. Why the dramatic reduction? It’s simple, look at the Quarterly Labour Force Survey (QLFS). The report issued over a week ago exposes how grandiose the Premier can be when bandying about huge numbers to impress.

Regrettably, it shows only 102 000 new jobs, eight times lower than the Premier’s promise, and lower than the population growth, so effectively unemployment went up, not down. In fact, in the last quarter, the province shed 54000 jobs. The needle, as the Premier calls it, is going the wrong direction.

Madam Speaker,

I have previously said that the deterrents to investment are not capitalist greed but are far simpler: crime, corruption, unreliable services such as electricity and water, and policy uncertainty. To his credit, the Premier mentioned the first three but was ambiguous on the fourth one.

These deterring factors are all within the control of the government. The record on these matters is not great. Hence, while the Premier will crow about a Malt Plant and a Steel Mill, the potential is far greater. Certainly, the need is far greater.

This deterrent to investment was no more starkly illustrated than the recent closure of British American Tobacco’s plant in Lesedi. Again, to his credit, the Premier acknowledged this in his speech. But I think the irony was lost on him. He lauded the Vaal Special Economic Zones (SEZ), but here is a failed investment within its proximity.

The list of potential investments is impressive, as well as the jobs that were promised. But we have had impressive promises before. However, when each of these years ended, unemployment remained a massive curse. In each year, the GDP was less than the population growth. Each year, we all get poorer. That, Mr Premier, is the real economic state of the province.

The Premier acknowledged the economic contribution of the DA-led Midvaal Municipality. For reasons of his own, he singled out the Mayor’s commitment to Intergovernmental Relations (IGR), as if that was the only factor for Mayor Peter Texeira’s success.

Well, Mr Premier, if your province is a champion of IGR, why does Midvaal have to pressure the Gauteng Department of Roads to maintain the roads? We are grateful that they have now done so, but were you looking for Midvaal to come begging for you to fulfil your obligations? And what about the R21 million owed to Midvaal by the Department of Health? Where is your commitment to IGR, Mr Premier? Why don’t you pay Midvaal the money?

The Premier said that mistakes come when you work hard. But Mr Premier, mistakes also require accountability.

As ever, the Premier sounded good and made lots of exciting promises on Monday. But then, that’s what we have come to expect. After all, in his previous life as a spokesperson, the Premier was paid to make people look good.

But Mr Premier, you are not judged by your promises, but by your less impressive results. Joblessness is depressingly high. The economic data is in a drift.

Madam Speaker,

In cities that are successful in drawing investment, you see cranes everywhere. Construction is booming. However, in Gauteng, you can drive up the N12 and all the companies that sell and hire big excavators, trucks and cranes have yards full of machines standing idle.

Mr Premier, I suggest that you and I go up to the roof of your office building, look around the skyline and play “spot the crane”. I promise you the sky will be empty.
Colleagues, when there are cranes everywhere and the construction yards are empty, be very impressed. Until then, I suggest you give up believing the Premier’s promises.

Thank you. 
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