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Honourable Speaker, 
 
The State of the Province Address (SOPA) is a moment to reflect on the promises and progress made during the previous year’s address. Premier Lesufi has failed the township economy. While he has put bold plans in place to revitalise the economy, these have not materialised. 
 
He has failed to tackle issues that need to be eradicated before investment can take place. As my colleague, the Honourable Mike Moriarty MPL, mentioned, several factors need to exist for the economy to grow. 
 
One of these factors is ensuring the reliable supply of basic services such as water and electricity. Other factors include curbing vandalism, robberies of businesses, and the illicit trade of goods in the province. The illicit sale of products, the construction mafia and extortionists are things that hinder development and investment. 

When the police do not have sufficient resources to curb crime this means that township business and entrepreneurs are not safe, and therefore cannot grow. 

While the Premier has made promises on halting land invasions, a recent report from Tshwane indicates that informal settlements are rapidly increasing on provincially owned land. The latest figures indicate that informal settlements have increased from 215 to 510. 
 
On corruption the Premier has not decisively dealt with officials implicated in wrongdoing that has wasted taxpayers’ money but has instead played musical chairs with the officials who were placed on precautionary suspension. 
 
This is not how we solve problems, Premier. You cannot make one problem child, the problem of another department and pretend to the residents that you have dealt with the issue. 
 
There is an African Proverb that says: “A leader who does not lead is like a cow that does not give milk.” Premier, perhaps it is time to consider stepping aside and handing the reins to someone who can right this ship that is on the brink of sinking. 
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