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Enquiries: Bongane Sibisi
Ref: 5. ED042.
TO: ADV MPHO MALOKA

ACTING SECRETARY TO THE LEGISLATURE
FROM: MR. M K CHILOANE
MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
EDUCATION AND SPORTS, ARTS, CULTURE AND RECREATION

SUBJECT: QUESTION POSED BY THE LEGISLATURE QUESTION 5. ED042.

PURPOSE:

With reference to reports that the City of Ekurhuleni issued electricity disconnection notices to
public schools due to unpaid municipal accounts, could the MEC please indicate:

QUESTION 1:

For each affected public school in Ekurhuleni, please provide:

a) the name of the school;

b) whether it is a 20 or 21 school;

c) the amount owed to the City of Ekurhuleni by each school;

d) the period for which the debt has been outstanding;

e) whether a disconnection notice was issued and the date thereof;

f) whether electricity supply has already been disconnected in each case;

ANSWER:

Please refer to Annexure A for the detailed list of affected schools, including amounts owed,
Section 20/21 classification, debt ageing, disconnection notices and status.

QUESTION 2:

In each instance, indicate whether the responsibility for payment lies with the School or the
Department?

ANSWER:

The schools listed in Annexure A, have been allocated Section 21(1) (c) functions as per the
South African schools Act, 1996 (Act No.84 of 1996). These schools are responsible for the
payment of municipal services.
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QUESTION 3:

For all accounts older than 30 days, what are the reasons for nonpayment and which officials are
responsible for ensuring compliance with Treasury payment regulations?

ANSWER:

Reasons for non-payment include misalignment between National Norms and Standards
allocations and escalating municipal tariffs and limited capacity of SGBs in no-fee and low-income
communities to supplement state funding. Treasury regulations do not apply to public schools as
schools are not public entities under the Public Finance Management Act (PFMA).

QUESTION 4:

What total amount does the Gauteng Department of Education currently owe the City of
Ekurhuleni for electricity accounts at public schools?

ANSWER:

As at 31 January 2026, the Gauteng Department of Education owed the City of Ekurhuleni
R314,613.75 for electricity accounts for schools under its direct administration.

QUESTION 5:

What urgent measures has the Department implemented to prevent further disconnections?

ANSWER:

Urgent measures implemented include prioritising municipal services allocations, active
participation in the Provincial Debt Management Committee, issuing financial management
directives to all schools, and strengthening district monitoring of municipal account payments.

Despite the financial constraints that the Province is currently facing, the Department prioritised
the payment of allocations meant for the payment of municipal services by schools.

The Department issued a memo to all schools in the province providing a directive on how they
must manage and administer their school funds during the uncertain economic climate faced by
the country. Schools are expected to adhere to these directives and ensure that they utilize what
they have optimally.
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Kind Regards

e

MR. M K CHILOANE, MPL
MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL: EDUCATION AND SPORTS, ARTS, CULTURE AND

RECREATION
DATE: © 5‘/ o;/chv‘LQo
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