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Honourable speaker 

Let me say from the outset: the Democratic Alliance (DA) will not support this budget.

We will not support it because this budget is full of red flags.

1. Red flag one: this department wants more money but has not proven that it can spend the money effectively.
1. Red flag two: Premier Lesufi made bold promises in his State of the Province Address (SOPA) on Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD), but the department has not given this House transparent proof of delivery.
1. Red flag three: Veterinary Services receives a massive increase, but Gauteng still does not know exactly how the R63.9 million FMD allocation is being spent.
1. Red flag four: the department speaks about food security, but support to smallholder producers and women producers is going backwards.
1. Red flag five: conditional grants meant to support farmers and agricultural projects were delayed, under-spent and pushed into rollovers.
1. Red flag six: procurement delays, late payments, vacant posts and weak administration continue to choke service delivery.
1. Red flag seven: when the DA brought a constructive motion to strengthen the FMD response, almost every party in this House, except for two, turned their backs on Gauteng’s farming community.

Honourable Speaker,

A budget is a promise of things to come, and a budget needs to be evaluated on past performance and promises.

The Department of Agriculture’s Fourth Quarterly Performance Report is the truth.

And the truth is deeply concerning.

This House is being asked to support a budget of approximately R742 million. We are being asked to believe that this budget will protect livestock, support farmers, improve food security, build agricultural infrastructure and strengthen rural development.

But the department’s own Fourth Quarter report exposes that it is still struggling with the basics.

•         The department spent only 88% of its adjusted budget. 
•         Sustainable Resource Use and Management spent only 76%.
•         Research and Technology Development Services spent only 56%. 
•         Conditional grants were under-spent. 
•         Capital projects were delayed. 
•         Rollovers of more than R58 million are being requested.
•         Administration achieved only 42% of its indicators.  This may seem like a small matter, but this is the engine room of the department which d rives the systems that allow farmers to receive support.


In Quarter 4, the department failed to establish any of the six targeted agricultural infrastructure projects. Zero out of six.
•         Only 11 hectares out of a target of 200 hectares are under conservation agriculture.
•         Only two hectares out of a target of 150 hectares were rehabilitated 
•         Not a single disaster relief schemes were targeted despite the FMD Crisis.
•         It created only 85 green jobs against a target of 200.

And yet this department comes back to this House and asks us to trust the next budget.

No, Honourable Speaker. Trust must be earned through performance.

Let us be clear. This is not simply a budget problem, but a leadership problem.

Now let us turn to Foot-and-Mouth Disease.

The 2026/27 budget allocates an additional R63.9 million for the fight against FMD. 

If R63.9 million is allocated for FMD, then every rand must be traceable: from budget line to vaccine, from vaccine to animal, and from animal to containment.

But where is the detailed breakdown?
•         How much has gone to vaccines?
•         How much has gone to cold-chain management?
•         How much has gone to vaccination teams?
•         How much has gone to roadblocks?
•         How much has gone to laboratory testing?
•         How much has gone to farmer communication?
•         How much has gone to quarantine support?
•         How many animals have been vaccinated?
•         How many doses are still in storage?
•         How many farms have been reached?
•         How many farmers are still waiting?


Honourable Speaker,
The Animal Diseases Act exists for a reason.

It provides for the control of animal diseases and for measures to promote animal health. 

It gives government the legal framework to act decisively. 

What this House does not understand or not want to understand is that this is not optional. It is not a favour.

It is a legislative duty of this province and the department.

In the 2026 State of the Province Address, Premier Lesufi told Gauteng residents that this province was facing the severest and most prolonged Foot-and-Mouth Disease outbreak in recent history.

He promised the following:
•         A coordinated intergovernmental strategy.
•         strict livestock movement controls.
•         quarantine and vaccination measures.
•         intensified roadblocks.
•         a unified communication campaign.

Those were public promises made to the people of Gauteng, by Premier Lesufi. 

Yet during the FMD debate, when the DA requested this House to enforce these very same promises our Premier made, this House did not support this critical motion.

The MEC stated in this House that 405 000 animals had been vaccinated when on 3 June it was confirmed that only 297 000 animals had been vaccinated with 397 000 vaccines still unused. 

She arrogantly told the people of Gauteng a daily dashboard exists, which the portfolio still hasn’t seen  

This is why the rejection of the DA’s FMD motion was so shameful.

But farmers do not appreciate lies and deceit.

In an election year, every farmer, every farmworker, every family dependent on agriculture, and every voter who cares about food security must remember this.

When the DA asked this House to stand with the farming community, you all turned your backs on them.

And now this House wants us to support this budget?

Not a chance.

That is not leadership. That is abandonment.

And it is exactly why this budget cannot be supported.

Because a budget is not just money. A budget is a moral choice. 

It tells us who government prioritises. It tells us who government protects. It tells us whether promises are backed by delivery.

Premier Lesufi also told the province that Heineken Global had started construction of a R1.9 billion investment in Midvaal. He said this was not just about malt; it was about farmers and job seekers.

Then where is that link in this budget?

The Premier cannot stand in SOPA and speak about farmers and job seekers while the department brings a budget that reduces direct support to smallholder producers and women producers.

The budget speaks about growth, but farmer support goes backwards.

The budget speaks about food security, but conditional grants are delayed and under-spent.

The budget speaks about infrastructure, but agricultural infrastructure targets are missed.

The budget speaks about jobs, but green job targets are missed.

The budget speaks about FMD, but the R63.9 million allocation is not transparently accounted for.

The DA would do things differently.

We would publish a transparent FMD dashboard showing outbreaks, vaccination numbers, vaccine stock, quarantine zones, movement controls, roadblocks and response teams.

We would report on every rand of the R63.9 million FMD allocation.

We would work directly with municipalities, organised agriculture, private veterinarians, auction houses, livestock owners and law enforcement.

We would protect conditional grants by ensuring business plans are approved early, procurement starts on time.
We would publish every capital project with its location, budget, implementing agent, status and completion date.

We would make direct farmer support the heart of this budget.

Honourable Speaker,

Agriculture is about dignity. It is about food. It is about jobs. It is about families.

It is about the farmer standing at the gate, wondering whether the next outbreak will destroy everything.

It is about the worker wondering whether there will still be wages next month.

It is about the mother wondering why food is becoming more expensive.

Premier Lesufi made the promises. The quarter four report told the truth.

And the truth is that this department has not earned the trust of this House.

And for these reasons, the Democratic Alliance cannot support this budget.

I Thank you.
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