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Honourable Speaker,
 
The budget for learners with special needs for 2026/2027 is R5.7 billion; however, it fails to provide them with the necessary support. A significant portion of this allocation goes toward salaries, leaving practical support underfunded.
 
Learners with Special Educational Needs (LSEN) schools continue to face severe shortages of assistive devices, specialised learning material, safe infrastructure, sensory rooms, therapy rooms, and proper vocational pathways.
 
The DA-led Gauteng Provincial Government is committed to protecting funding for infrastructure dedicated to learners with special educational needs (LSEN) and expanding specialist support. Our goal is to prepare special needs learners for a future filled with skills and greater independence. We will ensure that every disabled learner in Gauteng is acknowledged, supported, and treated with the dignity they deserve.
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