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Madam Speaker,
 
Last Thursday, I looked into the eyes of a mother in Winterveld whose 10-year-old daughter was kidnapped more than a year ago.
 
Since then, she has not received a single meaningful update from the investigating officer handling the case. Every day she wakes up hoping her child will return home. Every day she lives with the trauma of not knowing where her daughter is, whether she is alive, and what she may be enduring.
 
Sadly, this is not an isolated case.
 
The latest crime statistics show that Gauteng remains the epicentre of crime in South Africa. Our province accounts for almost 55% of all kidnappings nationally, and despite government's claims of progress, kidnappings have increased in the most recent reporting period.
 
For the past two State of the Province Addresses, Premier Lesufi has made ambitious promises about fighting crime through technology, surveillance systems, CCTV networks, helicopters, panic buttons, and traffic wardens. Yet promises alone to do not make communities safer. Promises require funding, implementation, and measurable outcomes.
 
This budget fails that test.
 
The Department of Community Safety faces a reduction of 6.8%. Most concerning is the R133 million cut to Traffic Management, the very programme responsible for traffic law enforcement, road safety, air-wing support, traffic wardens, and visible crime-prevention initiatives.
 
At a time when Gauteng continues to dominate the national crime statistics, government is reducing investment in the very programmes expected to strengthen safety and law enforcement.
 
The Democratic Alliance believes budgets should be driven by outcomes.
 
We would have considered supporting a budget that reflected proven best practice: evidence-based policing, data-driven allocation of resources, properly trained peace officers, strong partnerships between SAPS, metro police, communities and the private sector, and transparent public reporting on results.
 
The Western Cape has demonstrated that when resources are directed to crime hotspots, supported by accurate data and clear accountability, communities become safer.
 
Instead, this budget cuts goods and services. It cuts capital assets. It reduces the resources available for vehicles, technology, equipment, cameras, drones, and operational support. The unavoidable conclusion is that many of the promises made during SOPA are simply not matched by the budget required to achieve them.
 
Madam Speaker, until mothers no longer fear that their children will disappear without trace; until victims of gender-based violence are treated with dignity and protected from secondary trauma; until women can walk freely in their communities without fear; and until Gauteng no longer leads the country in so many serious crime categories, the DA will continue to scrutinise every rand spent on community safety.
 
We will judge this government not by the promises it makes, but by the outcomes it delivers.
 
Gauteng residents deserve to feel safe.
 
For that reason, the Democratic Alliance cannot support a budget that asks communities to believe in safety promises while quietly removing the resources needed to make those promises a reality.
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