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Madam Speaker,
 
The Democratic Alliance (DA) does not oppose sport, arts, culture, libraries and recreation. We oppose the Gauteng Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation's (SACR) budget because its priorities are wrong.

The department is allocated R1.055 billion for 2026/27. This is only R17.065 million more than the 2025/26 adjusted appropriation of R1.038 billion. That is an increase of only 1.6%.
 
But within this small increase, the department has made choices that we cannot support.
The Administration budget increases from R173.280 million to R221.862 million, representing a significant rise of R48.582 million, or 28%. 
 
At the same time, Cultural Affairs is cut from R243.700 million to R212.162 million, resulting in a reduction of R31.538 million, or 12.9%. Library and Archives Services decreased from R321.380 million to R297.623 million, which is a cut of R23.757 million, or 7.4%. 
 
Additionally, transfers and subsidies are reduced from R352.482 million to R301.844 million, a decrease of R50.638 million, or 14.4%.
 
This budget rewards administration while communities pay the price. 
 
Honourable Speaker, 
 
The first casualty is our libraries. 
 
For thousands of learners, libraries are the only place to study after school. For many job seekers, they are the only place to access the internet. For entire communities, they remain centres of learning and opportunity. Yet, the government has chosen to cut them. 
 
The same applies to arts and culture. You cannot claim to support artists while cutting the budget for the programme responsible for supporting them. You cannot speak about preserving our heritage while reducing investment in the institutions that protect it. The numbers do not align with the rhetoric. 
 
Honourable Speaker, 
 
The infrastructure budget also does not meet the needs of Gauteng residents.
The Estimates of Capital Expenditure allocate R33.633 million for infrastructure in the 2026/27 financial year. But maintenance and repairs receive only R2.473 million. That is not maintenance. That is managed decline. 
 
When the government refuses to maintain public infrastructure, communities pay twice, first through deteriorating facilities, and later through the far greater cost of rebuilding them.
 
A clear example is Mphatlalatsane Theatre in Zone 14, Sebokeng. It has become vandalised and is in the worst state of dilapidation. 
 
This is not just a building. It should be a home for Vaal artists, school debates, theatre, music, dance and youth development. Instead, it stands as proof of government neglect.  
 
Honourable Speaker, 
 
The department's priorities are also reflected in how it spends public money. Millions continue to be spent on commemorative events while community infrastructure crumbles. 
 
Indeed, there is nothing wrong with celebrating our democracy. But celebrations cannot replace service delivery. Young people can't engage in sport in a ceremony. Artists cannot perform in a speech. Learners cannot study in a press conference. 
 
Madam Speaker, 
 
The department's failure extends to sporting infrastructure. 
Premier Panyaza Lesufi's government built only one new sports facility in five years. This was at Wedela Primary School in Carletonville, in Merafong, at a cost of R508,131.90.  
One. In a province of over 16 million people. This means that thousands of young athletes continue to train on unsafe, uneven and neglected facilities.
 
Sport and Recreation increased from R300.342 million to R324.120 million. That is an increase of R23.778 million, or 7.9%. The key issue is whether this funding will benefit school sports, community clubs, women's athletics, equipment, coaching, and facilities, or be swallowed up by events and administrative costs. 
 
Honourable Speaker, 
 
This department also has a delivery problem. It started the last financial year by achieving only a third of its performance targets. Communities cannot wait until the fourth quarter for the government to do its job. A learner needs a library every day, and a sports club needs equipment before the start of a season. Late delivery is poor delivery. 
 
The DA believes the government must prioritise essential services: maintaining public facilities, strengthening libraries, investing in school sports, supporting artists, and ensuring that every rand spent provides real value to communities.
 
This budget fails that test. Instead, it grows bureaucracy, cuts frontline programmes, neglects public infrastructure, and leaves communities with less.
 
For these reasons, the DA rejects Budget Vote 12.

A DA-led Gauteng Government will spend the GDSACR budget where it matters most: building libraries and sporting facilities, supporting artists and cultural initiatives, and investing in opportunities that leave a legacy, not costly one-day events that deliver little long-term value.

Thank you.
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