Democratic Alliance Budget Vote Debate Speech by
Ofentse Madzebatela MPL
DA Gauteng Spokesperson for Economic Development

DA rejects Economic Development budget as it fails township economy

12 June 2026
Release: immediate 


Honourable Speaker,

I rise on behalf of the Democratic Alliance (DA) to express our vote against this budget. Supporting this budget would be an insult to the people of this province.

This budget makes serious cuts that will impact the department's core responsibility of promoting inclusive economic growth and jobs. The reduction in funding for Programme Two: Integrated Economic Development Services will severely impact essential initiatives, including the implementation of the Township Economic Development Act (TEDA). This programme is also crucial for supporting SMMEs, cooperatives and local economic development. 

TEDA, which has already been delayed, was meant to promote and support small businesses in townships, stimulate township economies, and create jobs for those who need them most. We cannot claim this is a progressive budget when this key programme is being cut by R89.2 million or 31.2%.  

The fourth quarter report highlights that programme two is not without demand. The department reports that six Township Economic Development projects were implemented and 500 Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) were supported through TEDA programmes. The department also lauds itself in the quarter four report for sector-development interventions that supported 367 MSMEs, created 245 jobs, and generated R11.37 million in MSME turnover. If these interventions had any positive impact in Gauteng, why would the department cut the budget for the very programme that should be driving this work?

While the department has claimed a 95% achievement of its planned targets and has had 100% expenditure, it must understand that success is not simply about ticking boxes on paper. If the department says it has performed well, this should be reflected in a strengthening economy and declining unemployment. This budget must not reward bureaucracy while cutting what appears to be working in township economic development.  

Speaker, this department has spent millions on investigations whose reports we have not seen, yet we are told recommendations are being implemented. How? Are we expected to take their word for it? Since 2024, the Biopark manufacturing site has remained abandoned. There is no sign of progress, despite promises to complete it and recoup public money. This project was meant to help emerging manufacturers create thousands of jobs for the desperate and unemployed, the majority of whom are young people.

We cannot, in good conscience, support this budget. Anyone who votes for it must be held accountable as an enemy of the unemployed.

Let’s see who they are.

Thank you, Speaker.
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