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Honourable Speaker, 
 
The Gauteng Department of Social Development's (GDSD) budget presented today is a profound failure.
 
While approximately 39,000 children receive foster care support in Gauteng, thousands more remain trapped in a broken system, waiting for the care and protection they desperately need.
 
The recommended caseload is one social worker for every 60 children. In Gauteng, that figure has ballooned to around 200 cases per social worker and, at times, even worse. This is not just a statistic; it is a crisis. It means social workers spend nearly 70% of their time renewing existing grants instead of helping children who are still waiting to enter the foster care system.  
 
Honourable Speaker, instead of addressing this crisis, this government has made it worse. The 8% reduction in the budget allocated to child welfare and support sends a devastating message to vulnerable children - that they can wait!
 
This means fewer resources, greater delays, and thousands of children left in limbo through no fault of their own.
While vulnerable families struggle to survive, the province's food banks continue to fail those they were meant to help. Some food banks lack food supplies, while others allow food to rot, and many Gauteng residents go hungry. 
 
The problem is not merely who occupies the office of MEC. Replacing one failed leader with another does nothing to fix a government that has become synonymous with poor planning, weak oversight, and broken delivery.
 
The Democratic Alliance (DA) believes that every child deserves the opportunity to grow up in a safe, loving, and stable environment. We believe social workers should be empowered and supported rather than overburdened by caseloads. Finally, we believe that every rand allocated to child welfare should reach the children and families it is intended to serve.  
 
This budget does none of that. Instead of protecting vulnerable children, it abandons them.  
 
Speaker, the Democratic Alliance (DA) will never support a budget that turns its back on those who need government the most.   
 
For that reason, we strongly reject this budget.  
 
A DA-led Gauteng Provincial Government would prioritise child welfare by filling critical social worker vacancies, reducing caseloads so that social workers can focus on protecting children rather than on paperwork, ensuring swift processing of foster care grants, and decentralising food distribution to ensure that food relief reaches the families who need it. 
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