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DATE:  16  July  202 6  
 
TO : 
 

 
Hon Mph o  Khuno u  MPL  
Chairperson  -  Portfolio Committee on 
Economic Development, Environment, 
Conservation and Tourism  
North West Provincial Legislature  

 
FROM:  Hon  Jóhni  Steenkamp  MPL  

DA  North  West  Spoke sp erso n  for  
DEDECT  
North  West  Provincial  Legislature  

 
SUBJECT:  

 
URGENT REQUEST FOR PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT 
FOLLOWING HIGH COURT JUDGMENT INVOLVING MEC KEOBIDITSE 
EVELYN LENKOPANE AND THE NORTH WEST DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION  

 

Dear Honourable Chairperson  

I write to you in my capacity as a Member of the Portfolio Committee on Economic 

Development, Environment, Conservation and Tourism, following reports concerning a 

judgment of the North West High Court involving the MEC for Economic Development, 

Environmen t, Conservation and Tourism, Hon. Keobiditse Evelyn Lenkopane.  

According to reports on the judgment, the matter arose from litigation concerning the MEC’s 

authority to appoint an interim board of the North West Development Corporation (NWDC), a 

public entity reporting to the Department over which this Committee exerci ses oversight.  

Of particular concern are the reported findings relating to the MEC’s failure to disclose material 

information when approaching the court on an urgent, ex parte  basis, as well as the 

subsequent order that the MEC personally bear the legal costs arising from the litigation.  

The reported judgment raises serious questions that fall squarely within the oversight mandate 

of this Portfolio Committee, particularly insofar as they relate to governance at the NWDC, the 

exercise of executive authority concerning the entity, the use of  public resources and the 

potential financial implications of the litigation for the Department and the NWDC.  
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This matter therefore cannot be regarded merely as a private legal dispute or an internal 

disagreement within the Provincial Executive.  

The NWDC is a public entity accountable through DEDECT, and the circumstances 

surrounding litigation concerning the appointment of its board have direct implications for 

governance, stability and accountability at the entity.  

I therefore respectfully request that:  

1. The matter be urgently placed before the Portfolio Committee  

The circumstances surrounding the litigation, the reported High Court judgment and the 

implications thereof for governance at the NWDC should be placed on the agenda of the 

Portfolio Committee at the earliest possible opportunity.  

2. MEC Lenkopane be requested to appear before the Committee  

The MEC should appear before the Portfolio Committee to provide a full account of:  

a. the circumstances that led to the litigation;  
b.  the decision to approach the court on an urgent, ex parte  basis;  
c.  the circumstances surrounding the reported non -disclosure of material information;  
d.  the implications of the judgment for governance and stability at the NWDC; and  
e. any steps taken following the judgment.  

3. Full disclosure be provided regarding the legal costs incurred  

The Department and any relevant public entity should be required to provide the Committee 

with a full written breakdown of all legal costs associated with this litigation, including:  

a. the total legal costs incurred to date;  
b.  which department, entity or other party paid or committed to pay these costs;  
c.  whether any public funds were used to institute, defend or otherwise participate in the 

litigation;  
d.  the source and budget allocation from which any such expenditure was paid;  
e. whether any further legal costs remain outstanding; and  
f. the full financial implications of the litigation for the Department, the NWDC and the 

provincial government.  

4. Confirmation be provided regarding the personal costs order  
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The Committee should receive written confirmation that no public funds will be used, directly 

or indirectly, to satisfy, reimburse or otherwise shield the MEC from any legal costs that the 

court has ordered her to bear personally.  

The Committee should further be informed of the mechanisms that will be put in place to 

ensure that any personal costs order remains the personal responsibility of the individual 

against whom it was made.  

Honourable Chairperson, the Portfolio Committee has a constitutional responsibility to exercise 

effective oversight over the Department and its entities. A court case concerning the 

governance of the NWDC, involving the political head of the Department and  resulting in a 

reported personal costs order, is clearly a matter requiring urgent scrutiny.  

The Committee cannot exercise meaningful oversight if it is not provided with a complete 

account of the circumstances that led to this litigation, the public resources that may have 

been expended and the consequences of the judgment for governance at the N WDC.  

I therefore request that this matter be placed before the Portfolio Committee as a matter of 

urgency, and that the MEC, the Department and, where necessary, the NWDC be requested to 

provide the Committee with the relevant information and appear before it t o account.  

This is not a matter that should be allowed to disappear into internal processes. The Portfolio 

Committee has a duty to establish the facts, follow the public money and ensure 

accountability.  

I look forward to your urgent consideration of this request and confirmation that the matter 

will be placed before the Committee.  

Yours sincerely,  

 

_______________________  

Jóhni Steenkamp, MPL  
 

D A  Spoke sperson for DEDECT  
North West Provincial Legislature  
C:  082 568 3044  
E:  steenkampj@da.org.za  
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