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14 July 2026

ATT: Hon. Sipho Hlomuka, MPL
Member of the Executive Council
Department of Education
KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Government

Dear MEC Hlomuka
RE: REQUEST FOR AN URGENT INDEPENDENT FORENSIC INVESTIGATION INTO SERIOUS ALLEGATIONS INVOLVING MR MUZI MAHLAMBI
I write to you in my capacity as the Democratic Alliance KwaZulu-Natal Spokesperson on Education to formally request your urgent intervention following the circulation of a video in which the Department's Umlazi District Director appears to make a series of serious allegations against her husband, Mr Muzi Mahlambi.
The allegations contained in the video include, among others, the alleged sale of educator posts, the solicitation of sexual favours in exchange for employment opportunities, and broader acts of corruption relating to appointments within the Department of Education.
[bookmark: _Int_O9eOlFIC][bookmark: _Int_XNkAOnBZ]These allegations are of an exceptionally serious nature. Their significance is heightened by the fact that they appear to have been made by a serving District Director, one of the Department's most senior district-based officials. If left unaddressed, they risk further eroding public confidence in the integrity of educator recruitment and appointment processes across KwaZulu-Natal.
The Democratic Alliance is not looking to prejudge the merits of these allegations, nor to make findings of fact. However, given their seriousness and the seniority of the individual making them, they call for an immediate, independent, and transparent forensic investigation.
[bookmark: _Int_EJTWHT2y][bookmark: _Int_P81UJ1E0]Accordingly, I request that you:
1. Institute an independent forensic investigation into the allegations raised;
2. Take all necessary steps to preserve relevant evidence, including the video and any related documentary or electronic records;
3. Determine whether there is evidence of criminal conduct or misconduct requiring referral to the South African Police Service, the Directorate for Priority Crime Investigation (Hawks), the National Prosecuting Authority, or any other competent authority; and
4. Inform the Portfolio Committee on Education and the public of the steps the Department intends to take to safeguard the integrity of educator appointment processes.
[bookmark: _Int_nO8vs6UB][bookmark: _Int_N0S6xvBa][bookmark: _Int_Fl5WtXI8][bookmark: _Int_hKD8hHJd][bookmark: _Int_dlT9ykhe]The Department has a constitutional and statutory duty to ensure that public appointments are conducted lawfully, fairly and free from corruption or exploitation. Allegations of this magnitude cannot simply be ignored. They require decisive leadership and an investigation that is demonstrably independent and beyond reproach.
I trust that you will treat this matter with the urgency it deserves and look forward to your response outlining the actions your department intends to take.
Yours sincerely,





(signed electronically)
Hon. Sakhile Mngadi, MPL 
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