

QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN REPLY
NAME OF MEMBER PUTTING THE QUESTION: HON. H. LIDGETT
QUESTION ADDRESSED TO: EDTEA
DATE: 26 August 2026
With reference to reports concerning lions allegedly found dead in the Gluckstadt area and allegations that parts of the animals may have been sold within the local community:
1. Whether the Department and/or Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife is aware of the reported incident; if so:
a) on what date was the Department and/or Ezemvelo first alerted to the incident;
b) how was it alerted;
c) where exactly did the incident take place; and
d) which authority or officials responded?
2. Whether two lions were involved in the reported incident; if not, how many lions were involved?
3. Whether the Department and/or Ezemvelo has established the cause of death of the lions; if so:
a) what was the cause of death;
b) whether there is evidence that the lions were poisoned;
c) whether post-mortem examinations and/or toxicology tests were conducted; and
d) what were the findings?
4. Whether the Department and/or Ezemvelo received reports that parts of the lions were being sold and/or distributed within the community; if so:
a) how and when was this information received;
b) what lion parts were allegedly involved;
c) whether any parts have been recovered; and
d) whether any suspects have been identified?
5. Whether the origin and/or ownership of the lions has been established; if so, from where did they originate and who was responsible for them?
6. How many incidents involving lions roaming outside reserves or other properties where they are lawfully kept have been reported in the Gluckstadt and surrounding area during the past five years?
7. With regard to previous incidents involving roaming lions in this area:
a) what investigations were conducted;
b) whether the origin and ownership of those lions were established;
c) what were the findings of such investigations; and
d) what action, if any, was taken against the responsible owner(s) or facility?
8. What investigation is currently being conducted into the latest incident, including:
a) the deaths of the lions;
b) their origin and how they came to be roaming in the area;
c) the alleged sale and/or distribution of lion parts; and
d) any possible contraventions of environmental, wildlife or other applicable legislation?
9. Whether SAPS and/or any other law-enforcement authority has been notified or a criminal case opened; if so, what are the relevant details?
10. In the event that an owner, reserve, facility or individual is found to have been responsible for allowing lions to escape, particularly where there have been repeated incidents, what enforcement action is available to the Department and/or Ezemvelo, and what action will be taken?
11. What measures will the Department and Ezemvelo implement to prevent further incidents involving lions escaping, being killed, or potentially entering the illegal wildlife trade in this area?

SIGNATURE OF MEMBER GIVING QUESTION
[image: ]
HONOURABLE HANNAH LIDGET, MPL
DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE
SPOKESPERSON FOR EDTEA
image1.png




