Y0 GAUTENG PROVINCE

W ) REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Enquiries: Cetshwayo Sipho
Ref: 5. ED143.

TO: ADV. MPHO MALOKA
SECRETARY TO THE LEGISLATURE

FROM: MR. L | MAILE
MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
EDUCATION AND SPORTS, ARTS, CULTURE AND RECREATION

SUBJECT: QUESTION POSED BY THE LEGISLATURE QUESTION 5. ED143.

PURPOSE:

With reference to Liverpool Secondary School in Actonville, Benoni, where the
electricity supply was reportedly disconnected on 23 April 2026 due to outstanding
municipal debt. Could the MEC please indicate:

QUESTION 1:

Has the Department identified any other public schools in Gauteng that are:

a) currently disconnected from electricity;
b) at risk of electricity disconnection; or
c) experiencing restrictions in water supply due to outstanding municipal debt?

ANSWER:

The Department has identified schools that:

a) have experienced electricity disconnections;

b) are at risk of electricity disconnection due to outstanding municipal accounts; and
c) have experienced water supply restrictions linked to municipal debt.

QUESTION 2:

If so, will the MEC provide a list of such schools together with:

a) the outstanding municipal debt owed by each school;



SUBJECT: QUESTION POSED BY THE LEGISLATURE QUESTION 5. ED143.

b) the amount allocated to each school in the 2026/27 financial year; and
c) the current status of engagements to prevent or restore service disconnections?
ANSWER:

Please refer to Annexure A for the list of schools with outstanding Municipal Debt and
amount allocated. It must be noted that the Department is currently engaging various
municipalities where there have been schools that are affected by the disconnections.
Municipalities are being persuaded to allow schools to enter payment arrangements
through the signing of Acknowledgement of Debt contracts and to settle the debt over
time.

The Department will also be transferring the first tranche of the school allocation funds
during the second quarter. Once received, schools will be able to pay the outstanding
debt and secure reconnection of these critical services.

QUESTION 3:

Does the Department have a policy, intervention plan or financial support mechanism
to assist schools facing municipal service disconnections?

ANSWER:

The Department has established policy guidelines and intervention measures to
address municipal service disconnections at public schools.

QUESTION 4:

If so, what are the details thereof?

ANSWER:

The Department has issued Circular 7 of 2025, which clarifies the responsibilities of
School Governing Bodies (SGBs) in Section 21 schools regarding the payment of
municipal services and Eskom accounts.

In addition, the Department:

« Monitors compliance with financial management obligations in terms of the
South African Schools Act, 1996 (Act No. 84 of 1996);

e Provides ongoing support and guidance to schools on financial governance and
expenditure management; and
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SUBJECT: QUESTION POSED BY THE LEGISLATURE QUESTION 5. ED143.

« Engages municipalities to prevent service disconnections and to facilitate the
restoration of essential services where disruptions have occurred.

Where necessary, the Department intervenes within the applicable legislative and
financial management frameworks to mitigate risks to teaching and learning.

Kind Regards

MR. L | MAILE, MPL
MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL: EDUCATION AND SPORTS, ARTS,
CULTURE AND RECREATION
DATE: Do Vo) 2026
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