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02 September 2026
Hon. Sipho Hlomuka, MPL
MEC for Education
KwaZulu-Natal Department of Education
Pietermaritzburg
Dear MEC Hlomuka
RE: URGENT REQUEST FOR UPDATE ON INVESTIGATION INTO ALLEGED “SEX-FOR-JOBS”, SALE OF POSTS AND ABUSE OF OFFICE WITHIN THE KZN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
I write to you in my capacity as the Democratic Alliance’s KwaZulu-Natal Spokesperson on Education regarding the serious allegations of corruption, abuse of office, the alleged sale of employment opportunities and so-called “sex-for-jobs” practices involving officials within the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Education.
On 14 July 2026, the Department publicly indicated that the Head of Department had instituted a full independent investigation into allegations involving the Department’s Head of Communications, Mr Muzi Mahlambi, and Ms Petu Mahlambi.
Almost two months have now passed since that announcement.
Despite the seriousness of the allegations, there has been no meaningful public update regarding the status of the investigation, no indication as to whether it has been concluded, and no clarity regarding any disciplinary, precautionary or criminal consequences arising from the process.
This continued silence is unacceptable.
Allegations that public-sector employment opportunities may have been sold, manipulated or linked to demands for sexual favours strike directly at the integrity of the Department. They also have potentially serious criminal implications and cannot be treated simply as an internal administrative matter.
I therefore request that you provide my office with a comprehensive written response within seven days of receipt of this correspondence, addressing the following:
1. Who was appointed to conduct the independent investigation and on what date was this appointment made?
2. On what date did the investigation formally commence?
3. What are the precise terms of reference governing the investigation?
4. Has the investigation been concluded? If not, what is the anticipated date of completion?
5. Have the individuals implicated in the allegations been interviewed or afforded an opportunity to respond?
6. Has any precautionary suspension, disciplinary process or other administrative action been instituted?
7. Has the investigation identified any prima facie evidence of corruption, fraud, extortion, sexual exploitation, abuse of office or any other criminal conduct?
8. Has any aspect of the matter been referred to the South African Police Service, the Directorate for Priority Crime Investigation, the Public Service Commission or any other competent authority?
9. If no criminal referral has been made, what is the Department’s justification for this decision?
10. When will the findings of the investigation be made available to the Legislature and the public?
MEC, the Department cannot announce an independent investigation at the height of a public scandal and then allow the matter to disappear behind months of silence.
There must be accountability both for any wrongdoing that may have occurred and for the manner in which the Department has responded to these allegations.
For the avoidance of doubt, this correspondence does not seek to prejudge the guilt or innocence of any individual. It seeks transparency, accountability and a credible investigation into allegations that, if substantiated, would represent a profound abuse of public office and of individuals seeking employment.
Should your office and the Department fail to provide a substantive response within seven days, I will proceed to formally refer the available allegations and supporting information to the Directorate for Priority Crime Investigation (Hawks) for assessment and investigation into any possible criminal conduct falling within its mandate.
Given the gravity of this matter, I trust that it will receive your urgent attention.
Yours sincerely,
Sakhile Mngadi MPL
DA KZN Spokesperson on Education
Member: KwaZulu-Natal Legislature Education Portfolio Committee
DA KwaZulu-Natal Deputy Chairperson
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